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OPENING SEASON 2016/2017

Great Artists. Great Audiences.
Hancher Performances.

SOIL
CONCEIVED, CO-WRITTEN, AND DIRECTED BY MICHAEL SAKAMOTO

Wednesday–Thursday, February 8–9, 2017
Strauss Hall
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SOIL
WORLD PREMIERE

MICHAEL SAKAMOTO 
DIRECTOR, CO-WRITER, CO-CHOREOGRAPHER

WAEWDAO SIRISOOK  CHEY CHANKETHYA  NGUYÊN NGUYÊN
PERFORMERS, CHOREOGRAPHERS, CO-WRITERS

REIKO IMANISHI  SHINICHI ISOHATA 
ORIGINAL MUSIC

TONY SHAYNE
LIGHTING DESIGNER, TECHNICAL DIRECTOR

JANELLE TRAYLOR  PATRICK TRAYLOR
ASSOCIATE TECHNICAL DIRECTORS

The presentation of Soil is made possible by the New England Foundation for the Arts' 
National Dance Project, with lead funding from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation 

and The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.
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EVENT SPONSORS

SEASON SPONSOR

GENERAL HANCHER PARTNERS
HANCHER CIRCLE DONORS

WEST MUSIC
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Cedar Falls • Cedar Rapids • Coralville  
Decorah • Des Moines • Dubuque • Quad Cities

westmusic.com

    PROUD to be  
Hancher’s 2016-2017  
    Season Sponsor!

For 75 years, West Music  
has been the area's leading  
partner in music education.  

We are your trusted resource. 

Play now. Play for life.



ABOUT THE ARTISTS
MICHAEL SAKAMOTO (director, project leader) is a transdisciplinary 
artist active in dance, theater, performance, media art, and photography. 
He is best known as an innovator in contemporary butoh, which serves as 
the physical and philosophical base of all of his works. Michael’s ensemble 
and solo performances have been presented internationally in 14 countries 
throughout Asia, Europe, and North America, including the GAS Festival 
(Sweden), TACT/Fest (Japan), and Vancouver International Dance Festival 
(Canada). He has won grants from major funders, including the National 
Dance Project, Japan Foundation, Asian Cultural Council, Arts International, 
Meet the Composer, DanceUSA, and others. Michael began performing with 
legendary performance artist, Rachel Rosenthal, and is former co-founding 
director of the avant-garde theater ensemble, Empire of Teeth, cited by LA 
Weekly as a Best of LA. Michael is also a scholar and educator who has taught 
and lectured internationally and published articles. He is former Program Co-
Director of the MFA-Interdisciplinary Arts program at Goddard College and 
currently serves as Assistant Professor in Dance at the University of Iowa.

WAEWDAO SIRISOOK is the premiere dancer-choreographer working 
in traditional, folk, and contemporary dance of northern Thailand. She is 
dedicated to developing the broad range of arts and culture from her native 
Lanna (“a million rice fields” in northern Thai dialect) region for international 
audiences. Waewdao’s ensemble, solo, and guest performances have been 
presented throughout Thailand and in Malaysia, Indonesia, Japan, Singapore, 
China, India, Myanmar, Canada, and the USA, including such venues as REDCAT, 
TACTFest Osaka, Esplanade da:ns Festival, UCLA, and others. She has also 
performed throughout Asia, Europe, and North America as a representative of 
the Tourism Authority of Thailand and in commercial engagements in Thailand 
for nearly two decades. Waewdao’s most recent solo and collaborative stage 
works, Lanna Dream and Fauwn Leb/Identity, are inspired by postmodern and 
contemporary discourse and speak to issues of the tourist gaze, globalized 
culture, and gendered self-exotification. She holds an MFA in Dance from 
UCLA, has taught performance at Chiang Mai University, UCLA, and Santa 
Monica College, and is currently Adjunct Assistant Professor in Dance at 
University of Iowa. More info at waewdaosirisook.org.
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS
CHANKETHYA CHEY started her classical dance training at the age of five. 
As one of Cambodia’s top classical dancers, Kethya has performed nationally 
and internationally with the Cambodian Ballet Royal Troupe. In 2006, she was 
awarded a Choreography Arts Management Fellowship to support a three-
month residency at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). In 2009 
she received an Asian Cultural Council grant to participate in American Dance 
Festival. Kethya has worked under some of the world’s leading contemporary 
choreographers at World Dance Alliance choreographic labs in Brisbane, Hong 
Kong and New Delhi and has been a featured dancer in works by Emmanuèle 
Phuon, Peter Chin, Arco Renz, and others who have toured extensively 
throughout Europe, the United States and Asia. Kethya was a soloist in CRACK, 
a contemporary Cambodian dance work by German choreographer Arco Renz 
that was awarded the 2012 ZKB Patronage Prize. Kethya teaches classical 
Cambodian dance at the Secondary School of Fine Arts in Phnom Penh and is 
the leader of Trey Visay (Compass), a dance ensemble consisting of nine young 
Cambodian dancers that aims to explore and create their own contemporary 
dance vocabulary. She was a 2011-2014 Fulbright and ACC grantee while 
earning her MFA in Dance at UCLA. Her solo performance, My Mother and I, 
was presented at the Season of Cambodia Festival 2013 in New York, and she 
was the Mo Ostin Performing Arts Award winner 2013.

NGUYÊN NGUYÊN is a choreographer, dance filmmaker, and educator 
based in Los Angeles. Nguyên was born in Vietnam and came to the United 
States at seven years old. His work has been presented at Highways 
Performance Space, Anatomy Riot, Diavolo Space, Citrus College Dance 
Festival, Dancers For Life at Landis Performing Arts Center, Nate Holden 
Performing Arts Center, American College Dance Festival, and the Guangdong 
International Dance Festival in China. Nguyên is a founding member of Los 
Angeles Movement Arts, an interdisciplinary arts collective. He holds an MFA 
in Dance and Choreography from UCLA’s Department of World Arts and 
Cultures/Dance. Nguyên taught at Santa Monica College and Cal State LA 
and has worked with many artists, including David Roussève, Cheng-Chieh Yu, 
Katsura Kan, Simone Forti, Holly Johnston, and Maria Gillespie. He is currently 
on faculty at Renaissance Arts Academy and is a member of the dance theater 
collective, The Rock Collection.
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bring in your ticket stub for a  % off  
discount on your meal

10% OFF

210 S. Dubuque Street, Iowa City, Iowa 52240
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FEBRUARY 18 –MAY 17, 2017
Black Box Theater, Iowa Memorial Union 

Funding for this exhibition was provided in part by  
the Richard V.M. Corton, M.D., and Janet Y. Corton Exhibition Fund,
the John S. and Patricia C. Koza Art Exhibition Fund, 
and the UIMA Members Special Exhibition Fund.

Toyin Ojih Odutola
(American, born in Nigeria, 1985– )
Birmingham (middle), 2014 
Four-color lithograph with gold leaf 
Museum of Art Purchase Fund, 2016.114a-c 
©Toyin Ojih Odutola. Courtesy of the artist  
and Jack Shainman Gallery, New York 

COME TOGETHER:
Collaborative Lithographs  
from Tamarind Institute



KYLE ABRAHAM/ 
Abraham.In.Motion
Community workshop in Strauss Hall, January 26, 2017

Photos by Miriam Alarcón Avila10



Performance in Hancher Auditorium, January 27, 2017
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538 S GILBERT STREET, IOWA CITY    
PH 319.338.2830  |  M-F 9-5, SAT 10-2 
WWW.THEMANSION.DESIGN

Redisc!er The Mansion's  versatile sense of style! 

Endless furniture, lighting, art, mirrors, area rugs and  
window treatment options, all hand-picked to meet your needs  

by our talented interior design staff.   
Come in to see the latest items available off the floor  

or to explore the many options available via special order.



The A-Team: Alan Swanson, Adam Pretorius, Tim Conroy

Blank & McCune The Real Estate Company

506 E. College St., Iowa City IA 52240 | 319-321-3129



Steve Roe
Executive Director
MBA
Licensed Nursing Home 
Administrator

Call me today for your 
personal tour 

1 Oaknoll Court  ●  Iowa City, IA 52246  ●  www.oaknoll.com  ●  oaknoll@oaknoll.com

Experience the same comforts 
as you do in your own home...

and then some...

We have some lovely 
apartments available

An active LifeCare community since 1966

Appreciate

Visit Concept by Iowa Hearing Aid Centers for your free hearing  
screening today, so you can hear each production more clearly tomorrow. 

Here today, hear tomorrow.

All Hancher attendees will receive  
three years of free batteries with  

any Concept hearing aid purchase.  
Call (319) 250-0515 to receive this special.

performance. 
every
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FRANÇOIS M. AND DORIS E. ABBOUD

TERRY AND JOHANNA ABERNATHY

LEE AND KAZI ALWARD

LORETTA ANGERER 

ANONYMOUS DONORS

ANONYMOUS FAMILY FOUNDATION

DALE AND LINDA BAKER

WAYNE AND NORA LEE BALMER 

LOANNA (deceased) AND ORVILLE BLOETHE/ 
   HLV COMMUNITY SCHOOL FUND

ROBERT F. AND JUDITH C. BOYD 

DEB AND BILL BRANDT/BRANDT HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

CAROLYN BROWN AND JERRY ZIMMERMANN

JOHN AND ELLEN BUCHANAN 

DEBORAH K. AND IAN E. BULLION

WILLIS M. AND LINDA BROWN BYWATER

MARY K. CALKIN

JOHN AND KIM CALLAGHAN

JO CATALANO

CBI BANK AND TRUST

CHARLES RICHARD AND BARBARA S. CLARK

JAMES AND LORETTA CLARK

KATHERINE RATHE CLIFTON

JORDAN L. AND JANA E. COHEN

GARY AND CATHY COHN

RALPH H. AND MARCIA A. CONGDON

ANDY AND KARRIE CRAIG

JON AND JUDY CRYER

LINDA AND JOHN DASHER

BRAD AND PEGGY DAVIS

ELLIE AND PETER DENSEN

GEORGE AND LOIS EICHACKER

EVERYBODY’S WHOLE FOODS

DAN FELDT IN MEMORY OF NATALIE FELDT

ROBERT AND KARLEN FELLOWS

ED AND PATRICIA FOLSOM

BRUCE GANTZ AND MARY DEJONG GANTZ (deceased)

PAT GAURON

THE GAZETTE

M.C. GINSBERG “OBJECTS OF ART”/MARK AND VICKIE GINSBERG

SHAUN GLICK AND JESSICA TUCKER GLICK

RICHARD GLOSS AND HAL IDE

DARYL K. AND NANCY J. GRANNER 

GEORGE A. AND BARBARA J. GRILLEY

BRENT HADDER

LEONARD AND MARLENE HADLEY

THANK YOU
Hancher thanks our Partners for their unwavering loyalty and crucial 
support. Their generosity enables us to bring the world's finest performing 
artists to our region.

TM

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING
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GARRY R. AND SUSANN K. HAMDORF

HANCHER SHOWCASE/HANCHER GUILD

HANCHER STUDENT ALUMNI

ANNE HARGRAVE

DONALD W. HEINEKING 

HILLS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY

RAPHAEL AND JODI K. HIRSCH

ARNOLD AND DARCY HONICK

ALBERT B. AND JEAN M. HOOD

H. DEE AND MYRENE HOOVER

HOTELVETRO

KENN AND JANIS HUBEL

RICHARD AND JUDITH HURTIG

IOWA CITY PRESS-CITIZEN

IOWA HOUSE HOTEL 

PHILLIP E. AND JO LAVERA JONES

WILLIAM AND SUSAN JONES

KDAT

ROGER AND GAYLE KLOUDA

JOHN AND PATRICIA KOZA

DR. KARL AND GAY KREDER

TIM AND SARAH KRUMM

PHILLIP AND MARY MARGARET LAINSON

ROGER AND SARAH LANDE

LENSING FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICE

DONALD AND RACHEL LEVY

LITTLE VILLAGE

ED AND ANN LORSON

CASEY MAHON

CORALVILLE MARRIOTT HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER

PETER AND ANNE MATTHES

WILLIAM MATTHES AND ALICIA BROWN-MATTHES

MEARDON, SUEPPEL & DOWNER P.L.C.

JOHN R. MENNINGER

MIDWESTONE BANK

SANDRA AND THOMAS MINTNER/NTI AMERICAS INC.

REX MONTGOMERY (deceased)

FRANK AND JILL MORRISS

MORTENSON CONSTRUCTION

THE NEUMANN FAMILY IN MEMORY OF DR. GEORGE R. NEUMANN

NEUMANN MONSON ARCHITECTS, P.C.

JEFFREY AND KRISTINE NIELSEN

MARK AND LESLIE NOLTE

ARTHUR AND GINGER NOWAK

OAKNOLL RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

KEVIN W. O’BRIEN/ MCDONALD’S RESTAURANTS

MICHAEL W. O’HARA AND JANE ENGELDINGER

WILLIAM H. AND BERTHA S. OLIN 

LAMONT D. AND VICKI J. OLSON

OPN ARCHITECTS, INC.

ROBERT A. OPPLIGER

ORCHARD GREEN RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 
   /BRYAN HERZIC AND SHELLY KOLAR HERZIC

LLOYD (deceased) AND THELMA PALMER

CEDAR RAPIDS • CORALVILLE • IOWA CITY AREA

16



DOUGLAS AND LINDA PAUL

PELLI CLARKE PELLI ARCHITECTS

CHUCK AND MARY ANN PETERS

PHELAN, TUCKER, MULLEN, WALKER, TUCKER & GELMAN, L.L.P.

MARGARET R. POLSON

ALAN AND AMY REED

CHAD AND ERICA REIMERS

DAVID AND NOREEN REVIER

RIVERSIDE CASINO & GOLF RESORT 

JEAN E. AND RENÉE ROBILLARD 

TOM ROCKLIN

JACK AND NONA ROE

JO ELLEN ROSS

JEFF AND SUSAN SAILORS

SCHEELS

PEGGY SCHOLZ

STEVE AND JANIE SCHOMBERG

RALPH SCHULTZ FAMILY FOUNDATION

CARL AND JULIE SCHWESER

THOMAS R. SCOTT

SHERATON IOWA CITY HOTEL 

LOUIS P. AND PATRICIA A. SHIELDS

SHIVE-HATTERY ARCHITECTURE + ENGINEERING

WILLIAM AND MARLENE W. STANFORD 

RICHARD AND MARY JO STANLEY 

EDWIN AND MARY STONE

SUE STRAUSS

LYSE STRNAD AND TOM LEAVENWORTH 

W. RICHARD AND JOYCE SUMMERWILL

ALAN AND LIZ SWANSON

CHUCK AND KIM SWANSON

TALLGRASS BUSINESS RESOURCES

TIM TERRY AND GRETCHEN RICE

KEITH AND NANCY THAYER

JAMES AND ROBIN TORNER

TOYOTA/SCION OF IOWA CITY AND ABRA AUTO AND BODY GLASS

JEFFREY R. AND TAMMY S. TRONVOLD

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION

UNIVERSITY HOUSING & DINING

DOUGLAS AND VANCE VAN DAELE

RHODA VERNON 

STEPHEN AND VICTORIA WEST 

WEST MUSIC COMPANY

GARY A. AND LADONNA K. WICKLUND

ELLEN M. WIDISS

DEREK AND PAMELA WILLARD

DOROTHY M. WILLIE

HERBERT A. AND JANICE A. WILSON

WILSON FAMILY FOUNDATION

BETTY WINOKUR

SHERWOOD (deceased) AND SARA WOLFSON

DEBORAH AND RODNEY ZEITLER
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J O I N  U S  F O R  A  
M O U T H W AT E R I N G  
P E R F O R M A N C E .

Whether the first act or  
the curtain call, dine or stay 
in style at the Coralville 
Marriott® Hotel & Conference 
Center. With close proximity 
just minutes to Hancher 
Auditorium, you can easily 
turn your evening outing  
into an unforgettable event. 

— 

SHOW YOUR HANCHER 
TICKET STUB AND 
RECEIVE 15% OFF 
YOUR FOOD ORDER 
AT EDGEWATER GRILL.   
Valid September 1st – July 31st, 2017.

CORALVILLE MARRIOTT HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
300 EAST 9TH STREET   |  CORALVILLE, IOWA 52241
319-688-4000  |  CORALVILLEMARRIOTT.COM

*VOTED “BEST OF THE AREA” BY PRESS-CITIZEN READERS IN 2015 AND 2014

TASTY IOWA
POPCORN!

FINE
WINE

CRAFT
BEER

IOWA CITY’S NONPROFIT CINEMA
ON THE PED MALL • WWW.ICFILMSCENE.ORG

IOWA CITY’S BEST
MOVIE THEATER

YOUR HOME FOR INDIE CINEMA
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on the
A TR IP  FOR

MUSIC LOVERS

1500 First Avenue North
Coralville, Iowa 52241

(319) 337-6320
www.BrownDeerPlace.com

Embrace Every Moment
At Brown Deer Place 
we are devoted to 
helping you and your 
loved one embrace 
every moment. We are 
staffed by professionals 
who honor residents’ 
individual needs and 
preferences. Our 
community has just 
undergone an extensive 
remodeling project, 
so make plans to tour 
soon. Call 319-337-6320 
to schedule your visit!

Studio | 1BR | 2BR | Respite
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The Hancher Showcase — staffed and managed by volunteers in 
the Hancher Guild—is filled with unique, high-quality items that 
you’ll want for yourself or when you need a special gift.

Proceeds of all Showcase sales are used to support Hancher’s 
educational programs. 

The Showcase opens one hour prior to a performance’s starting 
time and remains open through and after the performance. 

The Showcase is also open on Wednesdays, from 10 am to 1 pm, 
and on Thursdays, from 4:30 to 7:30 pm, while the Stanley Café is 
open to the public for Thursday Nights at Hancher.

HOURS:
One hour before performances, at intermission,  
and after performances

Wednesdays 10 am–1 pm

Thursdays 4:30–7:30 pm



LOBBY CONCESSIONS
Located on the First Floor 
Open sixty minutes prior to performance. 

The Ying Quartet with Billy Childs

Tanya Tagaq  
in concert with Nanook of the North

Circus Oz

Las Cafeteras

Jessica Lang Dance

Leslie Odom Jr.

David J. Skorton

Club Hancher: Fred Hersch Trio

/peh-LO-tah/

2/11

2/16 

3/3–4

3/9

3/23

3/27

3/30

4/14

5/4

Order online hancher.uiowa.edu
Call (319) 335-1160 or 800-HANCHER
Accessibility Services (319) 335-1158

TICKETS
$10 
FOR MOST 
STUDENT 
TICKETS

2/16

2/11

3/23

5/4

Exploring the aesthetics of empathy
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