
Sunday, October 2, 2016
Wednesday, October 5, 2016
Thursday, October 6, 2016

PUPPET STATE 
THEATRE COMPANY 
OF SCOTLAND

OPENING SEASON 2016/2017

Great Artists. Great Audiences.
Hancher Performances.





David Sanborn will perform with the  
UI ALUMNI JAZZ BAND  

as part of tonight’s program.

PUPPET STATE THEATRE COMPANY OF SCOTLAND

THE MAN WHO PLANTED TREES

Adapted from Jean Giono’s story by
Ailie Cohen, Richard Medrington, Rick Conte

Performers
Richard Medrington – Jean

Rick Conte – Jean’s Colleague
 

Set and Puppet Design
Ailie Cohen

Lighting Design
Elspeth Murray

Sound Design
Barney Strachan

                                                         
Music 

Canarios by Johannes Kapsberger
performed by Orphénica Lyra

directed by José Miguel Moreno
From Música en el Quijote on the Glossa label

Terre by Charles Trénet
From A Portrait of Charles Trénet

Music Collection International
 

www.puppetstate.com
www.facebook.com/PuppetState

@PuppetStateThtr
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EVENT SPONSOR

SEASON SPONSOR

HILLS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY

WEST MUSIC

Photo: Bill Adams4



NOTE FROM PUPPET STATE 
THEATRE COMPANY OF SCOTLAND

We have performed this production over 1,400 times since 2006 in venues 
from tents on windswept hillsides, to tiny village halls on remote Scottish 
islands, to repeat visits to London’s Southbank Centre, New York’s Lincoln 
Center Institute, and the Sydney Opera House. There is something about 
this story that seems to strike a chord wherever we go, and for that reason 
– as well as the fact that we get to make up new bits all the time – we never 
tire of performing it. 

In 1957 the author Jean Giono said: “I wrote this story to make people 
love trees, or more precisely to make people love planting trees. Of all my 
stories it is one of the ones of which I am most proud. It has never earned 
me a penny and for that reason it has accomplished the very purpose for 
which it was written.” 

But this is much more than a story about planting trees: it is a wonderful 
parable of life, the tale of a human being who saw a need and decided not 
to ignore it but to “put things right.” The story is also known as “The Man 
Who Planted Hope and Reaped Happiness,” and it holds an increasingly 
vital message for this generation. Maybe we all have a supply of acorns 
hidden away somewhere… 

We hope that you bug a bookseller or librarian and get hold of a copy of 
The Man Who Planted Trees and discover why we fell in love with the story. 

“How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before starting 
to improve the world.”

Anne Frank

“Jean Giono’s story surely belongs among the most moving and endearing 
statements of our hope.”  

Wendell Berry
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COMPANY BIOGRAPHIES
 
Richard Medrington, compulsive playwright, performer, and storyteller, 
found his calling as a puppeteer in 1983. His one-man shows include The 
Spider of Spindle Wood, The Interrogation, The Adventures of Ivan the 
Slug, and AA Milne’s Winnie the Pooh, which toured the UK for five years to 
packed houses, culminating in a sell-out run at the Royal National Theatre 
in London. He is a veteran of 20 Edinburgh Festival Fringes. He founded 
Puppet State Theatre Company in 2003 and his collaboration with Rick, 
Ailie, and Elspeth began soon after that.  His 2016 adaptation of JRR 
Tolkien’s short story Leaf by Niggle contains zero wizards and not a single 
puppet but nonetheless has delighted critics and audiences alike. Richard 
is humbled by the ongoing success of The Man Who Planted Trees and is 
delighted to be back in Iowa City for the start of Hancher’s 16-17 season.
 
Rick Conte studied journalism at the University of Georgia and moved to 
Edinburgh, Scotland on a whim in 1989. He has worked with The National 
Theatre of Scotland, Wee Stories, The Edinburgh Puppet Company, 
and Catherine Wheels. Using one of his puppet creations, Lord Dennis 
Tippleworthy, Rick has addressed the European Conference on Alcohol 
Policy in Helsinki, Leiden, and Warsaw. He has worked on many productions 
with Ailie Cohen, most recently devising and performing in The Secret Life 
of Suitcases. Besides planting acorns with Elzéard and Puppet State, Rick 
continues to direct puppetry (Catherine Wheels Theatre Company, Royal 
Lyceum Theatre Edinburgh, Royal Conservatoire of Scotland) and perform 
in cabaret (The Happy Clap Trap, Brighton). Rick was delighted to perform 
the role of Cotton in Catherine Wheels’ White at the 42nd St Studios in 
NYC in 2015. Currently, funded by Creative Scotland, Rick is working on a 
stage adaptation of HG Well’s The Time Machine, touring in 2017. 

Ailie Cohen went to Moscow to study acting, busked and starved her way 
round Europe with a street theatre troupe, then discovered she could 
combine visual art and theatre by becoming a puppeteer. Ailie has worked 
with, among others, The National Theatre of Scotland, Royal National 
Theatre, Grid Iron, TAG, The Citizens, The Lyceum, and Vanishing Point. 
Her own shows include Rumpelstiltskin at the Fairytale Laundry, Jazz 
Mouse, The New Not New, and, in collaboration with Lewis Hetherington, 
Cloud Man, which has toured internationally and been duplicated to tour in 
China. Ailie’s co-production with London’s Unicorn Theatre, The Secret Life 
of Suitcases, featured Rick Conte as performer and co-deviser. Her original 
set and puppets for The Man Who Planted Trees were never intended to 
last for over ten years but, with occasional invisible mending, still seem 
to be faring remarkably well! Ailie is currently working with Starcatchers 
and Branar Theatre Company on The Shape of Things premiering at this 
year’s Baboro festival, Galway. Ailie is also creating a design for Lewis 
Hetherington and National Theatre of Scotland on Rocket Post in 2017. 
www.secretsuitcases.com   www.ailiecohen.com
 
Elspeth Murray was not allowed to touch electrical appliances at home 
until she was six. She has been making up for her deprived childhood by 
operating sound and light equipment with many brightly-colored buttons 
in countless theatres, village venues, and school halls with The Man Who 
Planted Trees. When not pressing buttons in theatres, she is Company 
Manager, which involves pressing buttons on screens and keyboards. She 
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would be thrilled if you pressed the ‘Like’ button on Puppet State Theatre 
Company’s Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/puppetstate. Or 
follow @PuppetStateThtr on Twitter. Or both. She is a board member of 
Improbable, Chair of Puppet Animation Scotland, and has a picnic basket 
full of woodland animal puppets who (sickeningly) perform her poems – 
and mentor people – better than she can.
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CEDAR FALLS  • CEDAR RAPIDS • CORALVILLE  • DECORAH 
DES MOINES PIANO GALLERY • DUBUQUE • QUAD CITIES

West Music is a third generation  
locally owned and family  
operated business. For 75 years,  
West Music has been the area's leading 
partner in music education. We are your trusted 
resource — helping you play now and play for life.

westmusic.com

Play now. Play for life.

75YEARS

Founder Pearl West

PROUD to be Hancher’s 2016-2017  
Season Sponsor!



Steve Roe
Executive Director
MBA
Licensed Nursing Home 
Administrator

Call me today for your 
personal tour 

1 Oaknoll Court  ●  Iowa City, IA 52246  ●  www.oaknoll.com  ●  oaknoll@oaknoll.com

Experience the same comforts 
as you do in your own home...

and then some...

We have some lovely 
apartments available

An active LifeCare community since 1966
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The A-Team: Alan Swanson, Adam Pretorius, Tim Conroy

Blank & McCune The Real Estate Company

506 E. College St., Iowa City IA 52240 | 319-321-3129



TROMBONE SHORTY & ORLEANS AVENUE
AND PRESERVATION HALL JAZZ BAND
ON THE HANCHER GREEN
SEPTEMBER 16, 2016
Photos: Bill Adams
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FRANÇOIS M. AND DORIS E. ABBOUD

TERRY AND JOHANNA ABERNATHY

LEE AND KAZI ALWARD

LORETTA ANGERER 

ANONYMOUS DONORS

ANONYMOUS FAMILY FOUNDATION

DALE AND LINDA BAKER

WAYNE AND NORA LEE BALMER 

LOANNA AND ORVILLE BLOETHE/HLV COMMUNITY SCHOOL FUND

ROBERT F. AND JUDITH C. BOYD 

DEB AND BILL BRANDT/BRANDT HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

CAROLYN BROWN AND JERRY ZIMMERMANN

JOHN AND ELLEN BUCHANAN 

DEBORAH K. AND IAN E. BULLION

WILLIS M. AND LINDA BROWN BYWATER

MARY K. CALKIN

JOHN AND KIM CALLAGHAN

JO CATALANO

CBI BANK AND TRUST

CHARLES RICHARD AND BARBARA S. CLARK

JAMES AND LORETTA CLARK

KATHERINE RATHE CLIFTON

JORDAN L. AND JANA E. COHEN

GARY AND CATHY COHN

RALPH H. AND MARCIA A. CONGDON

ANDY AND KARRIE CRAIG

JON AND JUDY CRYER

LINDA AND JOHN DASHER

BRAD AND PEGGY DAVIS

ELLIE AND PETER DENSEN

GEORGE AND LOIS EICHACKER

EVERYBODY’S WHOLE FOODS

DAN FELDT IN MEMORY OF NATALIE FELDT

ROBERT AND KARLEN FELLOWS

ED AND PATRICIA FOLSOM

BRUCE GANTZ AND MARY DEJONG GANTZ

PAT GAURON

THE GAZETTE

M.C. GINSBERG “OBJECTS OF ART”/MARK AND VICKIE GINSBERG

SHAUN GLICK AND JESSICA TUCKER GLICK

RICHARD GLOSS AND HAL IDE

DARYL K. AND NANCY J. GRANNER 

GEORGE A. AND BARBARA J. GRILLEY

BRENT HADDER

LEONARD AND MARLENE HADLEY

GARRY R. AND SUSANN K. HAMDORF

THANK YOU
Hancher thanks our Partners for their unwavering loyalty and crucial 
support. Their generosity enables us to bring the world's finest performing 
artists to our region.

TM

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING
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HANCHER SHOWCASE/HANCHER GUILD

HANCHER STUDENT ALUMNI

ANNE HARGRAVE

DONALD W. HEINEKING 

HILLS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY

RAPHAEL AND JODI K. HIRSCH

ARNOLD AND DARCY HONICK

ALBERT B. AND JEAN M. HOOD

H. DEE AND MYRENE HOOVER

HOTELVETRO

KENN AND JANIS HUBEL

RICHARD AND JUDITH HURTIG

IOWA CITY PRESS-CITIZEN

IOWA HOUSE HOTEL 

PHILLIP E. AND JO LAVERA JONES

WILLIAM AND SUSAN JONES

KDAT

ROGER AND GAYLE KLOUDA

JOHN AND PATRICIA KOZA

DR. KARL AND GAY KREDER

TIM AND SARAH KRUMM

PHILLIP AND MARY MARGARET LAINSON

ROGER AND SARAH LANDE

LENSING FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICE

DONALD AND RACHEL LEVY

LITTLE VILLAGE

ED AND ANN LORSON

CASEY MAHON

CORALVILLE MARRIOTT HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER

PETER AND ANNE MATTHES

WILLIAM MATTHES AND ALICIA BROWN-MATTHES

MCDONALD’S RESTAURANTS

MEARDON, SUEPPEL & DOWNER P.L.C.

JOHN R. MENNINGER

MIDWESTONE BANK

SANDRA AND THOMAS MINTNER/NTI AMERICAS INC.

REX MONTGOMERY

FRANK AND JILL MORRISS

MORTENSON CONSTRUCTION

THE NEUMANN FAMILY IN MEMORY OF DR. GEORGE R. NEUMANN

NEUMANN MONSON ARCHITECTS, P.C.

JEFFREY AND KRISTINE NIELSEN

MARK AND LESLIE NOLTE

ARTHUR AND GINGER NOWAK

OAKNOLL RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

KEVIN W. O’BRIEN

MICHAEL W. O’HARA AND JANE ENGELDINGER

WILLIAM H. AND BERTHA S. OLIN 

LAMONT D. AND VICKI J. OLSON

OPN ARCHITECTS, INC.

ROBERT A. OPPLIGER

ORCHARD GREEN RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 
   /BRYAN HERZIC AND SHELLY KOLAR HERZIC

LLOYD AND THELMA PALMER

CEDAR RAPIDS • CORALVILLE • IOWA CITY AREA
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DOUGLAS AND LINDA PAUL

PELLI CLARKE PELLI ARCHITECTS

CHUCK AND MARY ANN PETERS

PHELAN, TUCKER, MULLEN, WALKER, TUCKER & GELMAN, L.L.P.

MARGARET R. POLSON

ALAN AND AMY REED

CHAD AND ERICA REIMERS

DAVID AND NOREEN REVIER

RIVERSIDE CASINO & GOLF RESORT 

JEAN E. AND RENÉE ROBILLARD 

TOM ROCKLIN

JACK AND NONA ROE

JO ELLEN ROSS

JEFF AND SUSAN SAILORS

SCHEELS

PEGGY SCHOLZ

STEVE AND JANIE SCHOMBERG

RALPH SCHULTZ FAMILY FOUNDATION

CARL AND JULIE SCHWESER

THOMAS R. SCOTT

SHERATON IOWA CITY HOTEL 

LOUIS P. AND PATRICIA A. SHIELDS

SHIVE-HATTERY ARCHITECTURE + ENGINEERING

WILLIAM AND MARLENE W. STANFORD 

RICHARD AND MARY JO STANLEY 

EDWIN AND MARY STONE

SUE STRAUSS

LYSE STRNAD AND TOM LEAVENWORTH 

W. RICHARD AND JOYCE SUMMERWILL

ALAN AND LIZ SWANSON

CHUCK AND KIM SWANSON

TALLGRASS BUSINESS RESOURCES

TIM TERRY AND GRETCHEN RICE

KEITH AND NANCY THAYER

JAMES AND ROBIN TORNER

TOYOTA/SCION OF IOWA CITY AND ABRA AUTO AND BODY GLASS

JEFFREY R. AND TAMMY S. TRONVOLD

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION

UNIVERSITY HOUSING & DINING

DOUGLAS AND VANCE VAN DAELE

RHODA VERNON 

STEPHEN AND VICTORIA WEST 

WEST MUSIC COMPANY

GARY A. AND LADONNA K. WICKLUND

ELLEN M. WIDISS

DEREK AND PAMELA WILLARD

DOROTHY M. WILLIE

HERBERT A. AND JANICE A. WILSON

WILSON FAMILY FOUNDATION

BETTY WINOKUR

SHERWOOD AND SARA WOLFSON

DEBORAH AND RODNEY ZEITLER
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538 S GILBERT STREET, IOWA CITY    
PH 319.338.2830  |  M-F 9-5, SAT 10-2 
WWW.THEMANSION.DESIGN

Redisc!er The Mansion's  versatile sense of style! 

Endless furniture, lighting, art, mirrors, area rugs and  
window treatment options, all hand-picked to meet your needs  

by our talented interior design staff.   
Come in to see the latest items available off the floor  

or to explore the many options available via special order.



Appreciate

Visit Concept by Iowa Hearing Aid Centers for your free hearing  
screening today, so you can hear each production more clearly tomorrow. 

Here today, hear tomorrow.

All Hancher attendees will receive  
three years of free batteries with  

any Concept hearing aid purchase.  
Call (319) 250-0515 to receive this special.

performance. 
every

bring in your ticket stub for a  % off  
discount on your meal

10% OFF

210 S. Dubuque Street, Iowa City, Iowa 52240
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J O I N  U S  F O R  A  
M O U T H W AT E R I N G  
P E R F O R M A N C E .

Whether the first act or  
the curtain call, dine or stay 
in style at the Coralville 
Marriott® Hotel & Conference 
Center. With close proximity 
just minutes to Hancher 
Auditorium, you can easily 
turn your evening outing  
into an unforgettable event. 

— 

SHOW YOUR HANCHER 
TICKET STUB AND 
RECEIVE 15% OFF 
YOUR FOOD ORDER 
AT EDGEWATER GRILL.   
Valid September 1st – July 31st, 2017.

CORALVILLE MARRIOTT HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
300 EAST 9TH STREET   |  CORALVILLE, IOWA 52241
319-688-4000  |  CORALVILLEMARRIOTT.COM

on the
A TR IP  FOR

MUSIC LOVERS
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*VOTED “BEST OF THE AREA” BY PRESS-CITIZEN READERS IN 2015 AND 2014

TASTY IOWA
POPCORN!

FINE
WINE

CRAFT
BEER

IOWA CITY’S NONPROFIT CINEMA
ON THE PED MALL • WWW.ICFILMSCENE.ORG

IOWA CITY’S BEST
MOVIE THEATER

YOUR HOME FOR INDIE CINEMA

STANLEY CAFÉ
Located on the Second Floor 
Open ninety minutes prior to showtime, 
and immediately following the performance. 
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Puppet State Theatre Company of Scotland 
The Man Who Planted Trees

Renée Fleming

The Book of Mormon

Step Afrika!  
The Migration: Reflections of Jacob Lawrence

Maya Beiser, The Day

Laurie Lewis and the Right Hands

Pomp, Brass, and Lunacy!  
Tomáš Kubínek, Wycliffe Gordon,  
Orchestra Iowa, and University Choirs

Chucho Valdés Joe Lovano Quintet

The Joffrey Ballet, The Nutcracker

Emanuel Ax

Asleep at the Wheel 
Merry Texas Christmas Y’all!

The Cleveland Orchestra

Kyle Abraham/Abraham.In.Motion

The Sound of Music

Soil, conceived by Michael Sakamoto

The Ying Quartet with Billy Childs

Tanya Tagaq  
in concert with Nanook of the North

MAMMA MIA!

Circus Oz

Yo-Yo Ma - SOLD OUT

Las Cafeteras

Jessica Lang Dance

The Boston Pops Esplanade Orchestra

Dr. David J. Skorton

Mission Creek Festival collaboration

Club Hancher: Fred Hersch Trio

/peh-LO-tah/, Marc Bamuthi Joseph

10/2, 5, 6 

10/8

10/11–16

10/20 

10/27

10/28

11/5 
 

11/11

12/1–4

12/6

12/9 

1/20

1/27

1/31–2/5

2/8–9

2/11

2/16 

2/25–26

3/3–4

3/5

3/9

3/23

3/25

3/30

4/4–9

4/14–15

5/4

OPENING SEASON 2016/2017

Order online hancher.uiowa.edu

Call (319) 335-1160 or 800-HANCHER

Accessibility Services (319) 335-1158

TICKETS

Individuals with disabilities are encouraged to attend all University of Iowa sponsored events. 
If you are a person with a disability who requires a reasonable accommodation in order to 
participate in this program, please contact Hancher in advance at (319) 335-1158.

Great Artists. Great Audiences. Hancher Performances.

$10 
FOR MOST 
STUDENT 
TICKETS

UPCOMING EVENTS
10/8

10/11–16

10/20

12/1–4

1/20

12/6

1/31–2/5

2/25–26

4/14–15

3/9

3/3–4



The new University of Iowa Stead Family 
Children’s Hospital opens in December 
2016. This is your chance for a once-in-a-
lifetime sneak peek during our community 
open house! Please join us for tours of 
the new hospital, light refreshments, 
and special activities. More information 
available at ournewhospital.com.

Dates: November 5 and 6, 2016

Times: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. each day

Location: UI Stead Family Children’s Hospital (Iowa City)

Our kids. Our new hospital.
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