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CHUCHO VALDÉS  
JOE LOVANO QUINTET

Chucho Valdés  piano

Joe Lovano  saxophone

Yaroldy Abreu Robles  percussion

Gaston Joya  bass

Francisco Mela  drums

Program will be announced from the stage
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EVENT SPONSORS

SEASON SPONSOR

PHELAN, TUCKER, MULLEN, 
WALKER, TUCKER & GELMAN, L.L.P.

SHERWOOD AND SARA WOLFSON

WEST MUSIC
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CEDAR FALLS  • CEDAR RAPIDS • CORALVILLE  • DECORAH 
DES MOINES PIANO GALLERY • DUBUQUE • QUAD CITIES

West Music is a third generation  
locally owned and family  
operated business. For 75 years,  
West Music has been the area's leading 
partner in music education. We are your trusted 
resource — helping you play now and play for life.

westmusic.com

Play now. Play for life.

75YEARS

Founder Pearl West

PROUD to be Hancher’s 2016-2017  
Season Sponsor!



ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Two artists who exemplify the standards for creativity and exploration at the 
venerable Blue Note Records come together for the first time in the Chucho 
Valdés Joe Lovano Quintet.  Pianist Chucho Valdés, who first appeared on 
Blue Note in 1985, has been a key figure in the evolution of Afro-Cuban jazz 
for the past 50 years while saxophonist Joe Lovano, who started at that label 
in 1990, has recorded more albums on Blue Note than any other artist.  Both 
fearless innovators at the forefront of artistic expression, this collaboration 
expands their shared quest for the leading edge in jazz expression. The 
promise of combined greatness, anticipated for over twenty years, will 
deliver beyond expectations in a quintet backed by a bassist, drummer, 
and percussionist who rank among Cuba’s hottest and most seasoned 
instrumentalists.

CHUCHO VALDÉS
Winner of five Grammy Awards and 
three Latin Grammy Awards, the 
Cuban pianist, composer, arranger, 
and bandleader Chucho Valdés has 
been a key figure in the evolution of 
Afro-Cuban jazz for the past 50 years. 
His musical education included formal 
studies and countless nights on the best 
stages in Cuba as the pianist with his 
father, Bebo Valdés, and his orchestra 
Sabor de Cuba, and also the seminal Orquesta Cubana de Música Moderna. 

At the age of three, Chucho already played at the piano, using both hands, in 
any key, melodies he heard on the radio. In fact, there is a famous anecdote 
that tells the story of Bebo tricking his friend, the late Israel “Cachao” López, 
about checking out, with his back to the player, “a young North American 
pianist.” Chucho was then four years old. 

At the age of five, Chucho began to take lessons on piano, theory, and solfege 
with maestro Oscar Muñoz Bouffartique. He continued his studies at the 
Conservatorio Municipal de Música de la Habana, from which he graduated 
at 14. At home Chucho listened to the music of Ellington, Count Basie, and 
Glenn Miller. Because Bebo was the piano player at the Tropicana, Chucho 
could see live jazz performances by Nat King Cole, Erroll Garner, and Sarah 
Vaughan when he was a child studying music.  

Chucho’s family and professional life took a dramatic turn in 1960 when his 
father left to work in Mexico and from there moved to Europe, where he 
eventually settled. Bebo Valdés never returned to Cuba. Father and son 
saw each other again 18 years later at Carnegie Hall, where Chucho was 
debuting in the United States with his group Irakere. The relationship was 
fully restored in 2000 when they met again to play a duet on Calle 54, a film 
about Latin jazz by Oscar winning Spanish director Fernando Trueba. The 
father and son reunion culminated, musically, in Juntos Para Siempre, a 2007 
duet recording that won both a Grammy and a Latin Grammy. 

In the early 1970s, Chucho distilled his childhood musical experiences and 
influences into the foundation of Irakere, an ensemble that marked a before 
and after in Afro-Cuban jazz. Irakere first made its mark internationally in 
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Finland in 1976, and the following year the band was discovered by Dizzy 
Gillespie in a visit to Havana on a jazz cruise. In 1978, the producer Bruce 
Lundvall, then president of CBS, signed the band to the CBS label.  Irakere 
debuted, unannounced, as “surprise guests,” at Carnegie Hall as part of 
the Newport Jazz Festival. As fate would have it, the program that night 
also featured pianists Bill Evans and McCoy Tyner, two of Chucho’s main 
influences. Selections from Irakere’s performances at Carnegie Hall and at 
the Montreux Jazz Festival composed the repertory of Irakere (CBS) their 
debut recording in the United States. The album won a Grammy as Best Latin 
Recording in 1979. The group went on to create an extraordinary body of 
work, and though Irakere’s lineup went through many changes over the years, 
Chucho—as director, pianist, main composer, and arranger—remained as the 
one great constant for more than 30 years.  

Since 2005, Chucho has focused on his personal career, highlighting his 
work as a pianist and leading small ensembles.  His most recent recording, 
Border-Free, finds Chucho at the top of his game, leading his Afro-Cuban 
Messengers, a spectacular quintet composed of yet another generation 
of young brilliant Cuban musicians, in a search that transcends styles and 
traditions.

imnworld.com/chuchovaldes  
chucho-valdes.com

JOE LOVANO
From his Grammy - nominated 
symphonic work to his role as Gary 
Burton Chair of Jazz Performance at 
Berklee College of Music, Joe Lovano 
fearlessly challenges and pushes his 
conceptual and thematic ventures 
in a quest for new modes of artistic 
expression and new ways to define 
the jazz idiom. In 2014, Lovano won 
awards for Multi-reeds Player and 
Tenor Saxophonist of the Year from the Jazz Journalists Association and 
Tenor Saxophonist of the Year from Down Beat Magazine. He has released 
23 celebrated albums on the Blue Note label, with the last three focusing on 
his quintet, Us Five.

Lovano was born in Cleveland, Ohio in 1952, and began playing alto 
saxophone as a child. A prophetic infant photo of Lovano shows him cradled 
in his mother’s arms along with a saxophone. His father, tenor saxophonist 
Tony “Big T” Lovano, schooled Lovano not only in the basics, but in dynamics 
and interpretation, and regularly exposed him to live performances of 
international jazz artists such as Sonny Stitt, James Moody, Dizzy Gillespie, 
Gene Ammons, and Rahsaan Roland Kirk. 

Upon graduation from high school, he attended the famed Berklee College 
of Music in Boston. Lovano’s early professional gigs were as a sideman with 
organists Lonnie Smith and Brother Jack McDuff as well as a three-year tour 
with the Woody Herman Thundering Herd from 1976 to 1979.

After leaving Herman’s band, Lovano settled in New York City where he 
eventually joined the Mel Lewis Orchestra for its regular Monday night 
concert at the Village Vanguard, playing from 1980 to 1992 and recording six 
albums with the orchestra.  
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Lovano joined the Paul Motian band in 1981 and has since worked and 
collaborated with John Scofield, Herbie Hancock, Elvin Jones, Charlie Haden, 
Carla Bley, Bobby Hutcherson, Billy Higgins, Dave Holland, Ed Blackwell, 
Michel Petrucciani, Lee Konitz, Abbey Lincoln, Tom Harrell, McCoy Tyner, 
Ornette Coleman, Jim Hall, Bob Brookmeyer, and many more.

Lovano has spent a good deal of time collaborating with two other premier 
tenor saxophonists of his generation, Dave Liebman and the late Michael 
Brecker, in the collective Saxophone Summit. In 2008, Lovano assumed the 
tenor saxophone chair of the touring and studio ensemble known as the SFJazz 
Collective. Also in the band were trumpeter Dave Douglas, trombonist Robin 
Eubanks, and fellow Blue Note Recording Artist vibraphonist Stefon Harris. 
They joined Miguel Zenón, Renee Rosnes, Matt Penman, and Eric Harland in 
this popular ensemble of some of today’s most exciting jazz players.

Lovano’s Grammy-nominated 2008 release Symphonica placed him in 
front of the world-renowned WDR Big Band and WDR Rundfunkorchester 
performing some of the saxophonist’s most acclaimed and cherished 
compositions as arranged and conducted by Michael Abene.

As Ben Ratliff opined in the New York Times, “It’s fair to say that [Lovano is] 
one of the greatest musicians in jazz history.”

imnworld.com/joelovano 
joelovano.com 
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The A-Team: Alan Swanson, Adam Pretorius, Tim Conroy

Blank & McCune The Real Estate Company

506 E. College St., Iowa City IA 52240 | 319-321-3129
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DAVID SANBORN
with UI ALUMNI JAZZ BAND  
and DAVID SANBORN ELECTRIC BAND
September 29, 2016



bring in your ticket stub for a  % off  
discount on your meal

10% OFF

210 S. Dubuque Street, Iowa City, Iowa 52240

Appreciate

Visit Concept by Iowa Hearing Aid Centers for your free hearing  
screening today, so you can hear each production more clearly tomorrow. 

Here today, hear tomorrow.

All Hancher attendees will receive  
three years of free batteries with  

any Concept hearing aid purchase.  
Call (319) 250-0515 to receive this special.

performance. 
every
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Steve Roe
Executive Director
MBA
Licensed Nursing Home 
Administrator

Call me today for your 
personal tour 

1 Oaknoll Court  ●  Iowa City, IA 52246  ●  www.oaknoll.com  ●  oaknoll@oaknoll.com

Experience the same comforts 
as you do in your own home...

and then some...

We have some lovely 
apartments available

An active LifeCare community since 1966
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538 S GILBERT STREET, IOWA CITY    
PH 319.338.2830  |  M-F 9-5, SAT 10-2 
WWW.THEMANSION.DESIGN

Redisc!er The Mansion's  versatile sense of style! 

Endless furniture, lighting, art, mirrors, area rugs and  
window treatment options, all hand-picked to meet your needs  

by our talented interior design staff.   
Come in to see the latest items available off the floor  

or to explore the many options available via special order.



FRANÇOIS M. AND DORIS E. ABBOUD

TERRY AND JOHANNA ABERNATHY

LEE AND KAZI ALWARD

LORETTA ANGERER 

ANONYMOUS DONORS

ANONYMOUS FAMILY FOUNDATION

DALE AND LINDA BAKER

WAYNE AND NORA LEE BALMER 

LOANNA (deceased) AND ORVILLE BLOETHE/ 
   HLV COMMUNITY SCHOOL FUND

ROBERT F. AND JUDITH C. BOYD 

DEB AND BILL BRANDT/BRANDT HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

CAROLYN BROWN AND JERRY ZIMMERMANN

JOHN AND ELLEN BUCHANAN 

DEBORAH K. AND IAN E. BULLION

WILLIS M. AND LINDA BROWN BYWATER

MARY K. CALKIN

JOHN AND KIM CALLAGHAN

JO CATALANO

CBI BANK AND TRUST

CHARLES RICHARD AND BARBARA S. CLARK

JAMES AND LORETTA CLARK

KATHERINE RATHE CLIFTON

JORDAN L. AND JANA E. COHEN

GARY AND CATHY COHN

RALPH H. AND MARCIA A. CONGDON

ANDY AND KARRIE CRAIG

JON AND JUDY CRYER

LINDA AND JOHN DASHER

BRAD AND PEGGY DAVIS

ELLIE AND PETER DENSEN

GEORGE AND LOIS EICHACKER

EVERYBODY’S WHOLE FOODS

DAN FELDT IN MEMORY OF NATALIE FELDT

ROBERT AND KARLEN FELLOWS

ED AND PATRICIA FOLSOM

BRUCE GANTZ AND MARY DEJONG GANTZ (deceased)

PAT GAURON

THE GAZETTE

M.C. GINSBERG “OBJECTS OF ART”/MARK AND VICKIE GINSBERG

SHAUN GLICK AND JESSICA TUCKER GLICK

RICHARD GLOSS AND HAL IDE

DARYL K. AND NANCY J. GRANNER 

GEORGE A. AND BARBARA J. GRILLEY

BRENT HADDER

LEONARD AND MARLENE HADLEY

THANK YOU
Hancher thanks our Partners for their unwavering loyalty and crucial 
support. Their generosity enables us to bring the world's finest performing 
artists to our region.

TM

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING
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GARRY R. AND SUSANN K. HAMDORF

HANCHER SHOWCASE/HANCHER GUILD

HANCHER STUDENT ALUMNI

ANNE HARGRAVE

DONALD W. HEINEKING 

HILLS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY

RAPHAEL AND JODI K. HIRSCH

ARNOLD AND DARCY HONICK

ALBERT B. AND JEAN M. HOOD

H. DEE AND MYRENE HOOVER

HOTELVETRO

KENN AND JANIS HUBEL

RICHARD AND JUDITH HURTIG

IOWA CITY PRESS-CITIZEN

IOWA HOUSE HOTEL 

PHILLIP E. AND JO LAVERA JONES

WILLIAM AND SUSAN JONES

KDAT

ROGER AND GAYLE KLOUDA

JOHN AND PATRICIA KOZA

DR. KARL AND GAY KREDER

TIM AND SARAH KRUMM

PHILLIP AND MARY MARGARET LAINSON

ROGER AND SARAH LANDE

LENSING FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICE

DONALD AND RACHEL LEVY

LITTLE VILLAGE

ED AND ANN LORSON

CASEY MAHON

CORALVILLE MARRIOTT HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER

PETER AND ANNE MATTHES

WILLIAM MATTHES AND ALICIA BROWN-MATTHES

MEARDON, SUEPPEL & DOWNER P.L.C.

JOHN R. MENNINGER

MIDWESTONE BANK

SANDRA AND THOMAS MINTNER/NTI AMERICAS INC.

REX MONTGOMERY (deceased)

FRANK AND JILL MORRISS

MORTENSON CONSTRUCTION

THE NEUMANN FAMILY IN MEMORY OF DR. GEORGE R. NEUMANN

NEUMANN MONSON ARCHITECTS, P.C.

JEFFREY AND KRISTINE NIELSEN

MARK AND LESLIE NOLTE

ARTHUR AND GINGER NOWAK

OAKNOLL RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

KEVIN W. O’BRIEN/ MCDONALD’S RESTAURANTS

MICHAEL W. O’HARA AND JANE ENGELDINGER

WILLIAM H. AND BERTHA S. OLIN 

LAMONT D. AND VICKI J. OLSON

OPN ARCHITECTS, INC.

ROBERT A. OPPLIGER

ORCHARD GREEN RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 
   /BRYAN HERZIC AND SHELLY KOLAR HERZIC

LLOYD (deceased) AND THELMA PALMER

CEDAR RAPIDS • CORALVILLE • IOWA CITY AREA
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DOUGLAS AND LINDA PAUL

PELLI CLARKE PELLI ARCHITECTS

CHUCK AND MARY ANN PETERS

PHELAN, TUCKER, MULLEN, WALKER, TUCKER & GELMAN, L.L.P.

MARGARET R. POLSON

ALAN AND AMY REED

CHAD AND ERICA REIMERS

DAVID AND NOREEN REVIER

RIVERSIDE CASINO & GOLF RESORT 

JEAN E. AND RENÉE ROBILLARD 

TOM ROCKLIN

JACK AND NONA ROE

JO ELLEN ROSS

JEFF AND SUSAN SAILORS

SCHEELS

PEGGY SCHOLZ

STEVE AND JANIE SCHOMBERG

RALPH SCHULTZ FAMILY FOUNDATION

CARL AND JULIE SCHWESER

THOMAS R. SCOTT

SHERATON IOWA CITY HOTEL 

LOUIS P. AND PATRICIA A. SHIELDS

SHIVE-HATTERY ARCHITECTURE + ENGINEERING

WILLIAM AND MARLENE W. STANFORD 

RICHARD AND MARY JO STANLEY 

EDWIN AND MARY STONE

SUE STRAUSS

LYSE STRNAD AND TOM LEAVENWORTH 

W. RICHARD AND JOYCE SUMMERWILL

ALAN AND LIZ SWANSON

CHUCK AND KIM SWANSON

TALLGRASS BUSINESS RESOURCES

TIM TERRY AND GRETCHEN RICE

KEITH AND NANCY THAYER

JAMES AND ROBIN TORNER

TOYOTA/SCION OF IOWA CITY AND ABRA AUTO AND BODY GLASS

JEFFREY R. AND TAMMY S. TRONVOLD

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION

UNIVERSITY HOUSING & DINING

DOUGLAS AND VANCE VAN DAELE

RHODA VERNON 

STEPHEN AND VICTORIA WEST 

WEST MUSIC COMPANY

GARY A. AND LADONNA K. WICKLUND

ELLEN M. WIDISS

DEREK AND PAMELA WILLARD

DOROTHY M. WILLIE

HERBERT A. AND JANICE A. WILSON

WILSON FAMILY FOUNDATION

BETTY WINOKUR

SHERWOOD (deceased) AND SARA WOLFSON

DEBORAH AND RODNEY ZEITLER
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The Hancher Showcase — staffed and managed entirely by 
volunteers in the Hancher Guild—is filled with unique, high-quality 
items that you’ll want for yourself or when you need a special gift.

Proceeds of all Showcase sales are used to support Hancher’s 
educational programs. 

The Showcase opens one hour prior to a performance’s starting 
time and remains open through and after the performance. 

The Showcase is also open on Wednesdays, from 10 am to 1 pm, 
and on Thursdays, from 4:30 to 7:30 pm, while the Stanley Café is 
open to the public for Thursday Nights at Hancher.

HOURS:
One hour before performances, at intermission,  
and after performances

Wednesdays 10 am–1 pm

Thursdays 4:30–7:30 pm



J O I N  U S  F O R  A  
M O U T H W AT E R I N G  
P E R F O R M A N C E .

Whether the first act or  
the curtain call, dine or stay 
in style at the Coralville 
Marriott® Hotel & Conference 
Center. With close proximity 
just minutes to Hancher 
Auditorium, you can easily 
turn your evening outing  
into an unforgettable event. 

— 

SHOW YOUR HANCHER 
TICKET STUB AND 
RECEIVE 15% OFF 
YOUR FOOD ORDER 
AT EDGEWATER GRILL.   
Valid September 1st – July 31st, 2017.

CORALVILLE MARRIOTT HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
300 EAST 9TH STREET   |  CORALVILLE, IOWA 52241
319-688-4000  |  CORALVILLEMARRIOTT.COM

1500 First Avenue North
Coralville, Iowa 52241

(319) 337-6320
www.BrownDeerPlace.com

Embrace Every Moment
At Brown Deer Place 
we are devoted to 
helping you and your 
loved one embrace 
every moment. We are 
staffed by professionals 
who honor residents’ 
individual needs and 
preferences. Our 
community has just 
undergone an extensive 
remodeling project, 
so make plans to tour 
soon. Call 319-337-6320 
to schedule your visit!

Studio | 1BR | 2BR | Respite
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on the
A TR IP  FOR

MUSIC LOVERS

*VOTED “BEST OF THE AREA” BY PRESS-CITIZEN READERS IN 2015 AND 2014

TASTY IOWA
POPCORN!

FINE
WINE

CRAFT
BEER

IOWA CITY’S NONPROFIT CINEMA
ON THE PED MALL • WWW.ICFILMSCENE.ORG

IOWA CITY’S BEST
MOVIE THEATER

YOUR HOME FOR INDIE CINEMA
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The Joffrey Ballet, The Nutcracker

Emanuel Ax

Asleep at the Wheel 
Merry Texas Christmas Y’all!

The Cleveland Orchestra

Kyle Abraham/Abraham.In.Motion

The Sound of Music

Soil, conceived by Michael Sakamoto

The Ying Quartet with Billy Childs

12/1–4

12/6

12/9 

1/20

1/27

1/31–2/5

2/8–9

2/11

Order online hancher.uiowa.edu
Call (319) 335-1160 or 800-HANCHER
Accessibility Services (319) 335-1158

TICKETS

Individuals with disabilities are encouraged to attend all University of Iowa sponsored events. If you are a person 
with a disability who requires a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in this program, please 
contact Hancher in advance at (319) 335-1158.

$10 
FOR MOST 
STUDENT 
TICKETS

UPCOMING EVENTS

12/6

12/9

12/1–4

STANLEY CAFÉ
Full cafe and bar open two hours 
prior to showtime
Second floor bar open one hour 
following the performance
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