
Great Artists. Great Audiences.
Hancher Performances.

45TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON 2017/2018

Wednesday, December 13, 2017
7:30 pm

Natalie MacMaster 
and Donnell Leahy
A Celtic Family Christmas





The Band:
Mac Morin (piano)

Mark Kelso (drums) 

Elmer Ferrer (guitar) 

Rémi Arsenault (bass/guitar)

Program  
to be announced 
from the stage
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DR. JOHN P. MEHEGAN AND DR. PAMELA K. GEYER
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TUCKER & GELMAN, L.L.P.

TOM ROCKLIN AND BARBARA ALLEN
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To fans of fiddle music, NATALIE MACMASTER needs no introduction. Over 
a recording career now spanning 25 years, this Order of Canada recipient has 
released 11 albums that have notched sales of over 200,000 copies. She has 
won two JUNO and eleven East Coast Music Awards and been nominated for 
a Grammy, and has collaborated with artists as diverse as Yo-Yo Ma (on the 
Grammy-winning album Songs of Joy & Peace), Alison Krauss, Jesse Cook, 
and Béla Fleck. Though acknowledging that she can be "a musical chameleon," 
Natalie stresses that, above all else, "I play Cape Breton fiddle."

DONNELL LEAHY is no stranger to the awards podium himself. He is the 
oldest brother of the internationally acclaimed family musical group Leahy, 
winners of three JUNO Awards. Widely recognized as one of the best Celtic 
fiddlers in the world, his high-energy playing style also makes him a highly 
popular performer.

The fiddling duo have toured extensively over the years both together 
and separately, selling out venues across the continent. Each show is an 
unforgettable experience for all those in attendance, and word of their musical 
feats has travelled. The last Christmas concert series sold out in a matter of 
days, leading to additional shows added due to high demand. "If you really 
love fiddle music, there are performances here that are nothing short of jaw 
dropping ... performances that will raise you up and performances that will 
leave you misty–eyed," The Guardian.

This year, A Celtic Family Christmas exceeds all expectations with riveting 
performances by Natalie, Donnell, and their children, bringing the Cape 
Breton Christmas to you. Through a mix of both song and dance, they will take 
you on a journey of virtuoso performances, telling the story of the night before 
Christmas in the Leahy/MacMaster household. “Christmas is where this whole 
concept started and we are excited to be travelling as a family,” says Donnell. 
“It’s a perfect time to travel across Canada and bring light and happiness to 
families and fans across the country.” With a lineup of familiar Christmas songs 
intermingled with classic Celtic songs sure to warm your heart, A Celtic Family 
Christmas brings you in the door, and welcomes you in as part of the family.

THE BAND:
MAC MORIN (piano), a founding member of the band, Beolach, has continued 
to perform his innovative Cape Breton piano style, touring and recording 
full time with Natalie MacMaster for nearly the last two decades. He has 
also appeared live and recorded with the likes of The Rankin Family, Yo-Yo 
Ma, Buddy MacMaster, and the Chieftains and has recorded on many of the 

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
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traditional projects produced in Cape Breton in the last 20 years. He also 
continues to travel as a guest with the Scottish group, Dannsa. As a well-known 
and respected dancer at home and abroad, Mac has travelled internationally 
to teach the traditional Cape Breton style. Such workshops and private events 
have taken him to private and group lessons at festivals, Féisan, and universities 
across Canada and the U.S. and throughout the U.K., Europe, and New Zealand.

MARK KELSO (drummer) originally hails from Belfast, Northern Ireland, but 
has made Toronto, Canada his home. Not only is he a skilled musician who 
plays drums and percussion, but is also a singer, producer, composer, and band 
leader. Mark has been the head of the percussion department at Humber 
College in Toronto since 2005. Mark’s ability to play a wide variety of music 
styles has led him to become one of Canada’s most sought-after drummers, 
and he has worked with a wide array of artists such as Pat Metheny, Michael 
Bublé, David Foster, Herbie Handcock, Olivia Newton-John, Bonnie Raitt, 
James Taylor, and many others. Mark’s own JUNO-nominated band, the Jazz 
Exiles, has just released its second record.

ELMER FERRER (guitar), Cuban-Canadian guitarist, is widely recognized 
as one of the world’s premier guitarists. Born to a musical family in 1973, in 
Santi Spiritus—a small city that holds one of the strongest histories in Cuban 
traditional music—Elmer started to play and study classical guitar at age 12 
while devoting every free minute to self-study of the electric instrument. An 
extremely versatile and prolific session musician, Elmer has recorded and 
toured the globe with many of Cuba’s top producers and artists. As a producer, 
arranger, session acoustic, or electric guitarist, Ferrer has contributed to more 
than 100 music recordings, including two Latin Grammy nominee albums. He 
has a prominent career as a composer and solo performer and is the leader 
of the remarkable Elmer Ferrer Band, known for captivating audiences and 
critics alike with their signature “advanced mix of Cuban Jazz and electric 
blues.” Ferrer’s touring includes performances at international music festivals 
worldwide. Six-time Grammy winner, pianist Chucho Valdés, on the occasion 
of having Elmer as a special guest of the Chucho Valdés quarter, introduced 
Elmer as “one of the greatest guitarists I have listened to in the last 30 years”.

RÉMI ARSENAULT (bass/guitar) has been a prominent side and session 
musician in the PEI music scene for over 20 years. He picked up bass, drums, 
and guitar before he was 10 years old, growing up in a very musical family 
that is well-known for its cultural contributions to the French-Acadian music 
scene on the Island and beyond. He has toured North America and Europe 
numerous times with artists such as, Vishten, Catherine MacLellan, Còig, Fayo, 
Dominique Dupuis, Gadelle, An Acoustic Sin, and many more.
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 IOWA HOUSE HOTEL 
Stay on campus at the Iowa House Hotel!

www.iowahousehotel.com
319.335.3513

Guests enjoy free:
• Covered Parking • Continental Breakfast • Wireless Internet

• Access to Campus Recreation & Wellness Center

Imagine the Power 
in Partnership

The Schmidt, Vander Leest and Wenzel Group
319-365-3397
svlwgroup.com

Craig Vander Leest, CFP®              
Senior Investment Consultant

Doug Wenzel, CIMA®              
Senior Investment Consultant  

Certi� ed Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certi� cation marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and federally registered 
 in the U.S., which it awards to individuals who successfully complete CFP Board’s initial and ongoing certi� cation requirement.

Investment Management Consultants Association is the owner of the certi� cation mark “CIMA®” and the service marks “Certi� ed Investment 
Management AnalystSM,” “Investment Management Consultants AssociationSM” and “IMCA®.” Use of CIMA® or Certi� ed Investment Management 
AnalystSM signi� es that the user has successfully completed IMCA’s initial and ongoing credentialing requirements for investment management 
consultants. ©2017 Robert W. Baird & Co. Member SIPC. MC-93062.
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The entire Hancher family mourns the loss of our friend Richard Stanley.

A gifted engineer and businessman and a generous philanthropist, Dick 
approached life with the perfect mix of humor, intelligence, warmth, 
compassion, and trust. A dedicated supporter of our work, he was always 
especially excited about major endeavors that set Hancher apart—and he 
loved projects that touched the lives of those who most need hope and beauty 
in their lives.

We will particularly remember the gleam in his eyes as he watched Weed Park 
in Muscatine fill with members of his community to enjoy the Joffrey Ballet’s 
performance on a beautiful summer night in 2007. That ambitious tour—
which saw the Joffrey perform five free outdoor concerts across the state for 
thousands upon thousands of Iowans—would not have been possible without 
support from Dick and Mary Jo Stanley.

So tonight, and each time you return 
to Hancher Auditorium, raise a glass 
to Dick in our beautiful Stanley Café. 
We’re pleased that space will always 
serve as a reminder of his love for 
Hancher—and our love for him.

Our thoughts and love are with Mary 
Jo and the Stanley family.

RICHARD H. STANLEY
1932–2017

"Dick was a wonderful friend and mentor to me. It was always 
a joy to share new ideas with him, especially when we could 
bring the transformative power of the arts to new audiences 
and communities. I miss him dearly."

-Chuck Swanson, executive director



François M. and Doris E. Abboud

Terry and Johanna Abernathy

ACT

Lee and Kazi Alward

Nancy C. Andreasen and Terry J. Gwinn

Loretta Angerer 

Anonymous Donors

Anonymous Family Foundation

Dale and Linda Baker

Wayne and Nora Lee Balmer

Country Bancorp/Bill and Nancy Bernau

Loanna and Orville Bloethe/ 
HLV Community School Fund

Warren and Maryellen Boe

Robert F. and Judith C. Boyd 

Deb and Bill Brandt/ 
Brandt Heating & Air Conditioning

Jeff and Sara Braverman

Mace and Kay Braverman

Carolyn Brown and Jerry Zimmermann

John and Ellen Buchanan

Deborah K. and Ian E. Bullion

Willis M. and Linda Brown Bywater

Mary K. Calkin

John and Kim Callaghan

Jo Catalano

CBI Bank and Trust

Charles Richard and Barbara S. Clark

James and Loretta Clark

Katherine Rathe Clifton

Jordan L. and Jana E. Cohen

Gary and Cathy Cohn

Ralph H. and Marcia A. Congdon

Tim and Anna Conroy

Andy and Karrie Craig

Jon and Judy Cryer

Brad and Peggy Davis

Ellie and Peter Densen

The Chris and Suzy DeWolf Family

Wendy and Greg Dunn

George and Lois Eichacker

Everybody’s Whole Foods

Dan Feldt in memory of Natalie Feldt

Robert and Karlen Fellows

Ed and Patricia Folsom

Bruce Gantz

Pat Gauron

Molly and Joseph Gaylord

The Gazette

Shaun Glick and Jessica Tucker Glick

Richard Gloss and Hal Ide

Daryl K. and Nancy J. Granner 

George A. and Barbara J. Grilley

Peter and Vera Gross

Brent Hadder

Leonard and Marlene Hadley

Garry R. and Susann K. Hamdorf

Hancher Showcase/Hancher Guild

Hancher Student Alumni

Kevin and Pat Hanick

Anne Hargrave

James P. Hayes

THANK YOU
For the 2017–2018 season, we have more Hancher Partners than ever before. 
We thank our Partners for their unwavering loyalty and crucial support. Their 
generosity enables us to bring the world’s finest performing artists to our region.

TM
HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING
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Donald W. Heineking 

Hills Bank and Trust Company

Raphael and Jodi K. Hirsch

Arnold and Darcy Honick

Albert B. and Jean M. Hood

H. Dee and Myrene Hoover

Margery Hoppin

hotelVetro

Richard and Judith Hurtig

Iowa City Press-Citizen

Iowa House Hotel 

Phillip E. and Jo Lavera Jones

William and Susan Jones

KDAT

The Kerber Family in memory of 
Richard E. Kerber

Michael and June Kinney

Roger and Gayle Klouda

John and Patricia Koza

Dr. Karl and Gay Kreder

Tim and Sarah Krumm

Roger and Sarah Lande

Robert J. and Sue B. Latham

Bryan and Jan Lawler

Lensing Funeral & Cremation Service

Gary and Randi Levitz

Donald and Rachel Levy

Little Village

Jean Lloyd-Jones

Ed and Ann Lorson

Lowell and Joan Luhman

Casey D. Mahon

Allyn L. Mark

Coralville Marriott Hotel & 
Conference Center

Peter and Anne Matthes

William Matthes  
and Alicia Brown-Matthes

The McIntyre Foundation

Meardon, Sueppel & Downer P.L.C.

Dr. John P. Mehegan  
and Dr. Pamela K. Geyer

John R. Menninger

MidWestOne Bank

Frank and Jill Morriss

Mortenson Construction

Jerry and Judy Musser

Richard F. Neiman, M.D.  
and Judith S. Neiman

The Neumann Family

Neumann Monson Architects, P.C.

Jeffrey and Kristine Nielsen

Mark and Leslie Nolte

Arthur and Ginger Nowak

Oaknoll Retirement Residence

Michael W. O’Hara  
and Jane Engeldinger

Okoboji Wines

William H. (deceased and longtime 
Hancher Partner) and Bertha S. Olin

Lamont D. and Vicki J. Olson

OPN Architects, Inc.

Robert A. Oppliger

CEDAR RAPIDS • CORALVILLE • IOWA CITY AREA

McIntyre
F O U N D A T I O N

T H E
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Orchard Green Restaurant & Lounge/
Bryan Herzic and Shelly Kolar Herzic

Douglas and Linda Paul 

Chuck and Mary Ann Peters

Phelan, Tucker, Mullen, Walker, Tucker 
& Gelman, L.L.P.

Bob and Peggy Rakel

John Raley/American Family Insurance

Alan and Amy Reed

Chad and Erica Reimers

David and Noreen Revier

Riverside Casino & Golf Resort 

Jean E. and Renée Robillard 

Tom Rocklin and Barbara Allen

Gerald and Nancy Rose

Jo Ellen Ross

Jeff and Susan Sailors

Dr. Ralph Saintfort/ 
Medical Psychiatry Services, LLC

Scheels

Steve and Janie Schomberg

Ralph Schultz Family Foundation

Thomas R. Scott

Sheraton Iowa City Hotel 

Louis P. and Patricia A. Shields

Siroos Shirazi and Patti Walden

Shive-Hattery Architecture + 
Engineering

William and Marlene W. Stanford 

Richard (deceased and longtime 
Hancher Partner) and Mary Jo Stanley 

Edwin and Mary Stone

Sue Strauss

Lyse Strnad and Tom Leavenworth 

W. Richard and Joyce Summerwill

Alan and Liz Swanson

Chuck and Kim Swanson

Tallgrass Business Resources

Tim Terry and Gretchen Rice

Keith and Nancy Thayer

James and Robin Torner

Toyota/Scion of Iowa City  
and ABRA Auto and Body Glass

Jeffrey R. and Tammy S. Tronvold

Dick and Buffie Tucker

University of Iowa Community  
Credit Union

University Housing & Dining

Douglas and Vance Van Daele

Elise and Devin van Holsteijn

Rhoda Vernon 

Fritz and Elizabeth Viner

Aaron and Heather Warner

Stuart and Lynn Weinstein

Stephen and Victoria West 

West Music

Gary A. and LaDonna K. Wicklund

Ellen M. Widiss

Derek and Pamela Willard

Dorothy M. Willie

Herbert A. and Janice A. Wilson

Betty Winokur

Sara Wolfson

Deborah and Rodney Zeitler

JOHN RALEY AGENCY
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SEPTEMBER 16–DECEMBER 10, 2017
Black Box Theater, Iowa Memorial Union

Support for the exhibition is provided by 

the Members Special Exhibition Fund 

Eric Adjetey Anang (Ghanaian, 1985– )
Mami Wata Coffin
Northern white pine, acrylic paint, satin  
fabric, and magnets
74 x 29 x 43 in.
UIMA School Programs Collections, AAS.56
Photo by Steve Erickson

ART & THE 
AFTERLIFE
Fantasy Coffins by 
Eric Adjetey Anang

Individuals with disabilities are encouraged to attend all University 
of Iowa-sponsored events. If you are a person with a disability who 
requires a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in this 
program, please contact the UIMA in advance at 319-335-1727.

The A-Team of Blank and McCune: 
Alan Swanson, Adam Pretorius, and Tim Conroy
(319) 321-3129 | www.ateamlistens.com

Blank and McCune, the Real Estate Company 
506 E. College Street, Iowa City, Iowa 52240
Licensed to Sell Real Estate in the State of Iowa
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Basic information: 
Emily Haywood. Junior from Union, Iowa. Theatre Arts major.

What is your position at Hancher? 
Production Assistant. Usually I’m helping out, focusing lights, sometimes 
running the light board for shows.

How long have you worked at Hancher? 
About a year and a half.

What is your favorite part about Hancher? 
The amazing people I get to work with almost everyday! 

Do you have any favorite Hancher show you’ve worked or attended? 
I loved working the Hancher Opening with the Preservation Hall Jazz Band and 
Trombone Shorty. Still, it is very hard to choose just one. 

Do you have a favorite spot in Iowa City?
I love finding all of the quiet little nooks around Iowa City, like the garden 
behind Halsey Hall. 

Do you have any favorite TV shows, movies, bands, or books? 
I love watching CW’s The 100 and ABC’s Quantico. My favorite movie is 
Wonder Woman, but I am mostly a Marvel fan. 

Do you have any favorite classes you’ve taken at the University of Iowa? 
My very first semester at Iowa I took Intro to Political Thought and Action. We 
read all seven Harry Potter books that semester and related them to political 
theory. It was the most interesting way to learn about a subject, and I still think 
about it to this day. 

What are your eventual career goals? How does working at Hancher help 
you achieve those goals? 
I love learning, so I often find myself trying to be a Jack-of-All-Trades, especially 
when it comes to theatre. Hancher has given me an in-depth look at what 
happens behind the scenes and a chance to be a part of something big. In the 
future, I hope to continue working backstage for places like Hancher, with the 
ability to design shows. 

MEET EMILY
One of Hancher’s 197 student employees
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The Jazz at Lincoln 
Center Orchestra 
with Wynton Marsalis
45TH ANNIVERSARY GALA 
Hancher Auditorium, September 22, 2017

Photos: Miriam Alarcón Avila
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45TH ANNIVERSARY GALA 
Hancher Auditorium, September 22, 2017
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1500 First Avenue North
Coralville, Iowa 52241

(319) 337-6320
www.BrownDeerPlace.com

Embrace Every Moment
Brown Deer Place 
Retirement Community 
offers an extensive 
package of exclusive 
amenities, available 
health care services 
from on-site caregivers 
and an all-inclusive, 
secure Memory Care 
Program for those with 
Alzheimer’s or dementia. 
Call 319-337-6320 to 
schedule your visit!

Studio | 1BR | 2BR | Respite
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JOIN PRELUDE AT  
hancher.uiowa.edu/prelude

Hancher Prelude members met with Leslie Odom Jr. following his performance on October 1, 
2017. (Reception photos: Miriam Alarcón Avila, performance photos: Tim Schoon)
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Hancher.

When I first came to Iowa City, we called it Hancher Auditorium — the state’s 
top arts presenter, in its iconic home on the Iowa River. The place meant so 
much to me. It was the top of the top.

That was pre-flood.

Post-flood, it came to mean even more. Like Pollock’s Mural on tour from 
the University of Iowa Museum of Art, Hancher’s influence crept across the 
landscape, bringing a new understanding of just how deeply important the 
organization — not just the building — was to me, and to the city and state that 
I love.

THE FUTURE OF THE ARTS 
HAS NEVER BEEN MORE IN 
THE HANDS OF THE PEOPLE.

A social group dedicated to 
fostering the next generation of 

Hancher supporters

Hancher’s educational outreach and commissioned works were guiding lights 
throughout the flood years. Today, there is again a building (and, well, that’s 
okay, too, isn’t it?) but in my mind it will never be Hancher Auditorium again. 
Hancher, the organization, means so much more.

But disaster still looms. There can be a tornado — there always can be. And 
there can be a statehouse that would literally sell the Pollock in order to keep 
giving handouts to big corporations. There always can be.

That’s why I jumped at the chance to join Hancher Prelude, a new donor 
circle for those that are new to the community, new to Hancher, or new to 
philanthropy. Prelude members get special invitations to meet Hancher artists, 
and, most importantly, meet each other. We get to know Hancher’s leadership, 
learn from legacy contributors, and we get to be a part of the conversation. We 
get to be a part of not just keeping this iconic institution strong, but pushing it 
forward.

I believe that throughout human history the arts have always powered the 
future. And I believe the future of the arts has never been more in the hands 
of the people. That’s why I’m asking you to please join me at the next Hancher 
Prelude event. We will party, we will strategize, and we will mobilize.

In Solidarity,

Matthew Steele
Publisher, Little Village
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THE HANCHER FAMILY WISHES 
YOUR FAMILY Happy Holidays.



HANCHER AUDITORIUM AND IIHR—HYDROSCIENCE & ENGINEERING 
PROUDLY PRESENT:

A spectacular celebration of— 
and on—the Iowa River

In 2020, The Big Splash! will celebrate the river at the center of our community—
and the 100th anniversary of IIHR–Hydroscience & Engineering, a global leader 
in fluids-related research and education. 

Ambitious in scope and intended for people of all ages from around the 
community and state, The Big Splash! is a big deal.

The main attraction: Amazing River Parade
Artists and engineers come together to create a fantastic and whimsical parade 
on the Iowa River. Floats will be created by commissioned professionals and by 
artists from far and wide. The result will be truly amazing!

The Big Splash! will require significant community support to become a reality. 
We hope you’ll be part of a wave of support!

Donors who join us early in the project will enjoy ample opportunities for 
recognition as well as many social events related to the project, plus the 
opportunity to pay over a period of time. Get involved now and you’ll be 
recognized throughout this exciting endeavor!

Donors to date:

To find out how to make a splash, contact:

Presenting Sponsors
Anonymous Family Foundation
Leonard and Marlene Hadley
Jeffrey and Kristine Nielsen
Sue Strauss

Sponsors
Robert F. and Judith C. Boyd 
Alan and Liz Swanson 
Chuck and Kim Swanson
Rhoda Vernon
Sara Wolfson

Chuck Swanson
Executive Director
Hancher Auditorium
(319) 335-1133

Devin van Holsteijn
Assistant Director of Development
Hancher Auditorium
University of Iowa Center for Advancement
(319) 467-3658



EMBRACING  
COMPLEXITY

1	 KJ Sanchez
	 September 7, 2017
	 Strauss Hall

2	 Eid al-Adha Dinner
	 UI Muslim Student Association
	 September 9, 2017
	 Stanley Café

3	 Niyaz dance workshop
	 September 29, 2017 
	 Mann Elementary School

4	 Lunch with Niyaz 
	 Technology in Music
	 September 29, 2017 
	 Iowa Memorial Union

Here is a look back at 
Hancher's events so far 
this season exploring 
and celebrating Islamic 
art and Muslim artists.

Photos: Miriam Alarcón Avila
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5	 Niyaz 
	 The Fourth Light Project
	 September 30, 2017
	 Hancher Auditorium

6	 G. Willow Wilson
	 A Superhero for Generation Why
	 October 8, 2017
	 Hancher Auditorium

5
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HOURS:

Before Performances
The Showcase is open one hour prior to performances and remains 
open during and after most performances in Hancher Auditorium.

Browse upcoming events at  hancher.uiowa.edu/upcoming-events.

Wednesdays   10:00 am–1:00 pm 
(not open on 12/27, 1/3, and 1/10)

Thursdays   10:00 am–1:00 pm, 5:00–7:30 pm 
(open 10:00 am–1:00 pm only on 12/21; not open on 12/28, 1/4, and 
1/11) 

ADDITIONAL HOLIDAY HOURS  
DECEMBER 5–21

Every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 10:00 am–1:00pm

141 East Park Road • Iowa City, IA 52242-1132 • (319) 335-1073

The Hancher Showcase offers unique items perfect for  
gifts—or for yourself! All proceeds support Hancher’s 
educational programs.



University of Iowa QuickCare
Walk-in clinic. No appointment necessary.

When you’re sick or injured but don’t need an emergency room  
and can’t get to your primary doctor’s office, choose UI QuickCare.

uihc.org /quickcare

Hours
Monday – Friday 
7 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Saturday and Sunday 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.  

Contact
( 319) 384-8822

Locations
 Coralville
 2510 Corridor Way, Coralville

 East
 1632 Sycamore Street, Iowa City

 Mormon Trek
 767 Mormon Trek Boulevard, Iowa City

 North Liberty
 720 Pacha Parkway, Suite 1, North Liberty

 Old Capitol Town Center
 201 S. Clinton Street, Suite 195, Iowa City

141 East Park Road • Iowa City, IA 52242-1132 • (319) 335-1073



Begin your own tradition.

You never actually own a Patek Philippe. 
You merely take care of it for the next generation.

Annual Calendar Ref. 5396G


