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A TRIBUTE TO ARETHA FRANKLIN: 
THE QUEEN OF SOUL

FEATURING DAMIEN SNEED 
AND SPECIAL GUEST KAREN CLARK SHEARD

DAMIEN SNEED, vocals, piano, keys
KAREN CLARK SHEARD, guest vocalist

CHENEE CAMPBELL, vocals
MARKITA KNIGHT, vocals

ANITRA MCKINNEY, vocals
ALICIA PETERS-JORDAN, vocals

ALFRED RUTHERFORD, Hammond B3, keys, extra vocals
GABRIEL MICHAEL CARTER, aux keys
RONALD "CJ" ALEXANDER, bass guitar

NATHANIEL TOWNSLEY, drums

Songs will be announced from the stage.

Thursday, March 10, 2022, at 7:30 pm
Hancher Auditorium, the University of Iowa

A Tribute to Aretha Franklin: The Queen of Soul
appears by arrangement with IMG Artists, LLC

7 West 54th Street
New York, NY 10019

(212) 994-3500
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EVENT PARTNERS

Loretta Angerer
Norma and David Carlson
Charlie and Connie Funk
Bruce and Melanie Haupert
Kenneth K. Kinsey Family Foundation
Jean Koch
Gary and Randi Levitz
Donald (1935–2021) and Rachel Levy
Dorothy Paul
Jeffrey R. and Tammy S. Tronvold



ABOUT THE ARTISTS
With a legendary career spanning several generations and a multitude of genres, 
Aretha Franklin truly earned her title, “The Queen of Soul.” Wrought in the Baptist 
congregations of Detroit, Franklin’s expressive and powerful vocals, complemented 
by skillfully executed yet profound piano melodies, propelled her to international 
stardom in the sixties. Beloved by musicians and listeners alike, Aretha is recognized 
as the most successful female recording artist in history with 112 charted singles on 
Billboard, 18 Grammy Awards, and over 75 million records sold. 

Aretha Franklin continued to perform well into the later years of her illustrious life. 
During this time, musician, vocalist, and composer Damien Sneed toured along with 
Aretha, developing a strong mentee relationship with the soul legend. In Tribute to 
Aretha Franklin: The Queen of Soul, Sneed pays homage to the monarch herself with 
fresh renditions of her most cherished hits including “Respect,” “Knew You Were 
Waiting,” “Bridge Over Troubled Water,” “Precious Memories,” “Think,” “Until You Come 
Back To Me,” “Daydreaming,” “Freeway,” “Natural Woman,” and others. Backed by an 
accomplished cast of jazz, gospel, and soul musicians and vocalists, Damien Sneed’s 
multi-media tribute will be a tender and spiritual reflection upon the life of an iconic 
industry titan.

Joining the tour will be four-time Grammy Award-winner and multiple Stellar and 
GMA Dove Award-winner Karen Clark Sheard. A gospel music legend and a part 
of a musical dynasty, Clark Sheard is renowned throughout the music industry for 
her signature, one-of-a-kind multi-octave vocal range and ability. Her musical style 
with the legendary Clark Sisters and as a solo artist has inspired a host of today’s 
brightest pop divas including Beyoncé, Mariah Carey, Missy Elliott, and Faith Evans, 
among countless others.  
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Steve Roe
Executive Director

Call me today for your 
personal tour 

319-351-1720

1 Oaknoll Court  ●  Iowa City, IA 52246  ●  www.oaknoll.com  ●  oaknoll@oaknoll.com

Visit our website to learn more 
 oaknoll.com  

An active LifeCare Life Plan community since 1966
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Damien Sneed

As a multi-genre recording artist and instrumentalist, 
Damien Sneed is a pianist, vocalist, organist, 
composer, conductor, arranger, producer, and arts 
educator whose work spans multiple genres. He 
has worked with opera, classical, jazz, pop, R&B, and 
gospel legends, including the late Aretha Franklin and 
Jessye Norman, which he is featured on Norman’s 
final recording, Bound For The Promised Land on 
Albany Records. He also worked with Wynton 
Marsalis, Stevie Wonder, Diana Ross, Ashford & 
Simpson, J’Nai Bridges, Lawrence Brownlee, and 
many others. Sneed has served as music director 
for Grammy Award-winning gospel artists The Clark 
Sisters, Richard Smallwood, Donnie McClurkin, 
Hezekiah Walker, Marvin Sapp, Karen Clark Sheard, 
Dorinda Clark-Cole, and Kim Burrell, among others.

Sneed’s most recent studio recording is Damien Sneed: Unplugged, an all-gospel 
collection of soulful and inspirational songs, recorded in a spare studio setting with 
Sneed on piano and vocals alongside several noted vocalists, including Chenee 
Campbell, Linny Smith, Tiffany Stevenson, and Matia Washington. In January 2020, 
Sneed released his debut classical album, Classically Harlem and We Shall Overcome 
Deluxe on his boutique label, LeChateau Earl Records, which was established in 
2009 to reflect his varied musical interests. Previous recordings also include Jazz 
In Manhattan (September 2019); The Three Sides of Damien Sneed: Classical, Jazz 
and Sanctified Soul (July 2018); Broken To Minister: The Deluxe Edition (March 2015); 
Spiritual Sketches (June 2013); and Introspections LIVE (January 2010). Sneed is a 
2020 Dove Award-winner for his work as a featured producer and writer on The Clark 
Sisters’ project, The Return, released on March 13, 2020.

For more information on Damien Sneed and LeChateau Earl Records, go to 
damiensneed.com and lechateauearl.com.
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©2021 Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated. Member SIPC. MC-687200.  

Discover the Power  
of the Arts

We are proud to support Hancher Auditorium.

The Vander Leest & Wenzel Group 
319-365-3397 . 800-365-3397 
thevlwgroup.com | vlwgroup@rwbaird.com

Serving Iowa City home buyersServing Iowa City home buyers
and sellers with creativityand sellers with creativity

and attention to detailand attention to detail

Alan SwansonAlan Swanson
319-321-3129319-321-3129
Blank & McCune Real EstateBlank & McCune Real Estate
506 E. College Street, Iowa City, IA 52240506 E. College Street, Iowa City, IA 52240  
Licensed to Sell Real Estate in Iowa
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Karen Clark Sheard

Four-time Grammy Award-winner and multiple 
Stellar and Dove Award-winner Karen Clark Sheard 
is a gospel music legend and a part of a musical 
dynasty. Clark Sheard is renowned throughout the 
music industry for her one-of-a-kind multi-octave 
vocal range and ability. Her musical style, both with 
the legendary Clark Sisters and as a solo artist, 
has inspired a host of today’s brightest pop divas, 
including Queen Latifah, Beyoncé, Mariah Carey, 
Missy Elliott, and Faith Evans, among others.

Through the years, The Clark Sisters have recorded 
20 albums, including GMA Dove Award-winner and 
Grammy Award-nominated Heart and Soul (1987) 
and Grammy Award-nominated Conqueror (1988) 
and Sincerely (1983), while crafting enduring gospel anthems such as “Endow Me,” 
“Pray for the USA,” “Name It Claim It,” and “Is My Living in Vain?”

In 1997, Clark Sheard launched a solo career with Finally Karen on Island Black 
Music. An instant hit, it sold nearly half a million copies, garnered four Stellar Awards 
(Female Vocalist of the Year, Contemporary Female Vocalist of the Year, Music Video 
of the Year, and Best Children’s Performance for “Will of God,” featuring daughter 
Kierra Sheard), and a Grammy nomination. Clark Sheard continued her solo career 
with other hit CDs, including 2nd Chance (Elektra, 2002), The Heavens Are Telling 
(Elektra, 2003), and the GMA Dove Award-winner, It’s Not Over (Word Records, 2006).

In 2007, she reunited with her sisters, The Clark Sisters, for their No. 1 comeback 
album, Live…One Last Time (EMI Gospel), for which The Clark Sisters won the 2008 
Grammy Award for Best Gospel Album. They won a second Grammy for Best Gospel 
Performance for “Blessed and Highly Favored,” the lead single from that album. Clark 
Sheard, who wrote and led the song, won a third Grammy that year for Best Gospel 
Song (a Writer’s Award). The Clark Sisters were part of the celebration of the 50th 
Anniversary of the Grammy Awards that year, joining Aretha Franklin, BeBe Winans, 
and others as performers for the evening.

In 2010, Clark Sheard stepped away from her solo recording work to record “Wait On 
The Lord,” a duet with Donnie McClurkin from his album, We Are All One. The record 
won a Grammy Award for Best Gospel Performance.

Lifetime honored The Clark Sisters in a biopic titled The Clark Sisters: The First Ladies 
of Gospel, which details their humble beginnings, struggles to find their place, to later 
becoming the best-selling gospel group in the music world. The movie first aired in 
April 2020 and featured re-recordings of some of The Clark Sisters’ biggest hits like 
“You Brought The Sunshine.” The biopic earned raves for its actresses, including 
Clark-Sheard’s daughter and fellow gospel songstress Kierra Sheard.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
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DO YOU LOVE HANCHER LIKE WE DO? 
Your support makes our 
work possible! Become a 
donor to Hancher today—
without even leaving this 
table. To make a gift now, 
point your smartphone 
camera at the image here!

Only beverages purchased from the Stanley Café 
can be taken into the auditorium. Patrons should 
not bring beverages from home. Also, alcoholic 
beverages cannot be taken out of Hancher 
Auditorium in a Hancher Season Cup as this would 
violate “open container” restrictions.

Our new Hancher Season Cup 
allows patrons to take drinks 
purchased in the Stanley Café 
into the auditorium to enjoy 
during performances. 

Purchase yours at the Box Office, 
the Hancher Showcase, or the 
Stanley Café.

JUST $5
INTRODUCING THE 
HANCHER SEASON CUP!
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Hancher is grateful for the generous support of all our donors, especially during this past year of 
challenges. We welcome and thank those of you who joined us as first-time donors this year. We 
thank those who donated the value of your tickets for the cancelled performances in the spring of 
2020. We thank those completing your pledges to the Fund for Rebuilding Hancher. And we thank 
our donors who have created and are creating endowed funds to support Hancher in perpetuity. 
That steady support will be critical to our ability to serve the campus, community, and state in the 
years to come.

We’ve weathered the pandemic and will continue to adjust to the changes in university funding 
because of your steadfast generosity–both financially and in terms of ongoing encouragement. 
Thank you all!

2021/2022 HANCHER PARTNERS

François M. and Doris E. Abboud
Terry and Johanna Abernathy
Bill and Fran Albrecht
Lee and Kazi Alward
Barrie Anderson
Loretta Angerer
Anonymous Donors
Anonymous Family Foundation
Artemus Bush-Helen Jones Trust
Dale and Linda Baker
Wayne and Nora Lee Balmer
Douglas and Linda Behrendt
John and Carrie Bernat
Country Bancorp/Bill and Nancy Bernau
Loanna and Orville Bloethe/ 
HLV Community School Fund
Warren and Maryellen Boe
Robert F. and Judith C. Boyd
Jeff and Sara Braverman
Mace and Kay Braverman
Carolyn Brown and Jerry Zimmermann
John and Ellen Buchanan
Deborah K. and Ian E. Bullion
Ann Burton
Willis M. and Linda Brown Bywater

Mary K. Calkin
Norma and David Carlson
Wendy H. Carter and Don Heistad
CBI Bank & Trust
Cedar Rapids Bank & Trust
Joseph N. Christopher
City of Iowa City
Charles Richard and Barbara S. Clark
James and Loretta Clark
Gary and Cathy Cohn
Ralph H. and Marcia A. Congdon
Jeff and Debra Conklin
Dale and Cyndy Crider
Brad and Peggy Davis
Ellie and Peter Densen
The Chris & Suzy DeWolf Family
David and Sally Dierks
Peggy Doerge
Wendy and Greg Dunn
Edward and Linda Dykstra
George Eichacker  
in loving memory of Lois Eichacker
Jack and Nancy Evans
Everybody’s Whole Foods
Michael S. and Renee Favo

TM

11



Dan Feldt in memory of Natalie Feldt
Robert and Karlen Fellows
Ed and Patricia Folsom
Charlie and Connie Funk
Bruce Gantz
Pat Gauron
Molly and Joseph Gaylord
The Gazette
Miriam Gilbert
Luke and Hillary Granfield
Daryl K. and Nancy J. Granner
Greater Cedar Rapids Community Foundation, 
GreatAmerica Financial Services Corporation 
Donor-Advised Fund
GreenState Credit Union
George A. and Barbara J. Grilley
Mitch and Melanie Gross
Peter and Vera Gross
Steve and Marilyn Grover
Brent Hadder
Leonard and Marlene Hadley
Scott C. Hagen (1961–2021)  
and Denise E. DeLorme
Garry R. and Susann K. Hamdorf
Hancher Showcase/Hancher Guild
Hancher Student Alumni
Kevin and Pat Hanick
Bruce and Melanie Haupert
Hawkins Wealth Management
James P. Hayes
Donald W. Heineking

Hills Bank and Trust Company
Arnold and Darcy Honick
Albert B. and Jean M. Hood
H. Dee and Myrene Hoover
Margery Hoppin
Michael and Jennifer Hummel
Richard and Judith Hurtig
Hyatt Place Iowa City/Downtown
Cassim and Julie Igram
Iowa City Community School District 
Foundation
Iowa City/Coralville Area Convention  
and Visitors Bureau
Iowa City Press-Citizen
Iowa House Hotel
Robert and Mary Nell Jackson
Terry and Jone Johnson
Kris Jones
William and Susan Jones
KDAT
Will and Wendy Keen
Nancy Kennedy and Family
The Kerber Family in honor of Ruthie Kerber
Michael and June Kinney
Kenneth K. Kinsey Family Foundation
Roger and Gayle Klouda
Jean Koch
John and Patricia Koza
Dr. Karl and Gay Kreder
Tim and Sarah Krumm
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Jon and Carma Kuhl
Karl Kundel and Allison Kundel
Phillip Lainson
Greg and Meredith Lamb
Mary Jo and John Langhorne
Lynne Lanning and Richard Smith
Robert J. and Sue B. Latham
Bryan and Jan Lawler
Michael and Chelle Lehman
Valdean and Lois Lembke
Lensing Funeral & Cremation Service
Gary and Randi Levitz
Donald (1935–2021) and Rachel Levy
Little Village
Ed and Ann Lorson
Lowell A. Luhman, M.D.
Mark and Fran Lundy
Mike Edmond and Laurie Lyckholm
Nancy Lynch
Casey D. Mahon
Allyn Mark
Peter and Anne Matthes
Alicia Brown-Matthes
The McIntyre Foundation
Professor Michael McNulty  
and Dr. Darlene McNulty
Meardon, Sueppel & Downer PLC  
and Security Abstract Company
John Mehegan and Pamela Geyer
John R. Menninger

MidWestOne Bank
Mary Mixdorf
Dr. Evelyn Moore and Ken Yoder
Paul and Jennifer Morf
Frank and Jill Morriss
Jerry and Judy Musser
Richard F. Neiman, M.D. and Judith S. Neiman
The Neumann Family
Neumann Monson Architects, P.C.
Jeffrey and Kristine Nielsen
Arthur and Ginger Nowak
Oaknoll Retirement Residence
Gregg Oden and Lola Lopes
Michael W. O’Hara and Jane Engeldinger
Bertha S. Olin
Lamont D. and Vicki J. Olson
OPN Architects, Inc.
Robert A. Oppliger
Gary and Nancy Pacha
Dorothy Paul
Douglas and Linda Paul
Pelli Clarke & Partners
Chuck Peters
Mary Ann Peters
Bob and Peggy (1933–2021) Rakel
John Raley/American Family Insurance
Mindy Ramsey
Robert and Cheryl Reardon
Alan and Amy Reed
Mark and Sheila Reed

McIntyre
F O U N D A T I O N

T H E
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Chad and Erica Reimers
L. Dianne and Herm Reininga
David and Noreen Revier
Jean E. and Renée Robillard
Tom Rocklin and Barbara McFadden
Gerald and Nancy Rose
Jo Ellen Ross
Bill Rubright in loving memory  
of Karen G. Rubright and Emilie J. Rubright
Jeff and Susan Sailors
Hutha Sayre
Scheels
Steve and Janie Schomberg
Ralph Schultz Family Foundation
Marvin and Helen Schumacher
Thomas R. Scott
Nancy J. Sereduck
Louis P. and Patricia A. Shields
Siroos Shirazi and Patti Walden
Shive-Hattery Architecture + Engineering
Richard and Vicki Siefers
John and Dyan Smith
William and Marlene W. (1933–2021) Stanford
Daniel R. And Beth Holden Stence
Edwin and Mary Stone
Joan Strauss
Sue and Joan Strauss
Lyse Strnad and Tom Leavenworth
Kristin E. Summerwill
Suzanne Summerwill and James Flitz
W. Richard and Joyce Summerwill
Alan and Liz Swanson

Chuck and Kim Swanson
Tallgrass Business Resources
Tim Terry (1954–2021) and Gretchen Rice
Nancy Delahooke Thayer
James and Robin Torner
Toyota of Iowa City  
and ABRA Auto and Body Glass
Jeffrey R. and Tammy S. Tronvold
Dick and Buffie Tucker
University Housing & Dining
Douglas and Vance Van Daele
Elise and Devin van Holsteijn
Rhoda Vernon
Bill Waldie and Pat Heiden
Larry and Miechelle Weber
Stuart L. Weinstein, M.D.  
and Mrs. Lynn Weinstein
Paul Weller and Sara Rynes-Weller
Stephen and Victoria West
West Music
Gary A. and LaDonna K. Wicklund
Ellen M. Widiss
Candace Wiebener
Dorothy M. Willie
Herbert A. (1928–2022) and Janice A. Wilson
Betty Winokur (1927–2021)

Stephen Wolken, M.D.  
and Sue Montgomery Wolken
George and Carrol Woodworth
Patty and Steve Yeater
Catherine Zaharis and Robert Michael
Deborah and Rodney Zeitler
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Jessica Alston, MD
FAMILY MEDICINE DOCTOR

© University of Iowa Health Care

That’s why we treat 
the whole you, mind, 
body, and soul.”

Find the primary or 
urgent care location 
nearest you at UIHC.org

IT’S IMPORTANT  
MY PATIENTS  
FEEL LIKE I TRULY
GET THEM.
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