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2018/2019 SEASON

Photo: Nousha Salimi

Saturday, November 17, 2018
7:30 pm

Alsarah
& the 
Nubatones





ALSARAH & THE NUBATONES

Saturday, November 17, 2018, at 7:30 pm
Hancher Auditorium, The University of Iowa

ALSARAH 
Voice

MAWUENA KODJOVI 
Bass, Trumpet 

NAHID 
Backing vocals

RAMI EL-AASSER 
Percussion

BRANDON TERZIC 
Oud

Program will be announced from the stage

alsarah.com 
facebook.com/alsarahandthenubatones

twitter.com/alsarah5000
soundcloud.com/alsarah

instagram.com/alsarah5000
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HANCHER'S 2018/2019 SEASON  

IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF 

DICK AND MARY JO STANLEY

EVENT SPONSORS

DALE AND LINDA BAKER
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS
ALSARAH

Alsarah is a Sudanese-born singer, 
songwriter, and ethnomusicologist. Born 
in the capital city of Khartoum, where she 
spent the first eight years of her life, she 
relocated to Taiz, Yemen, with her family 
to escape the ever-stifling regime in her 
native country. She abruptly moved to 
the U. S. in 1994, when a brief civil war 
broke out in Yemen.

Alsarah started her musical training at 
the age of 12. After attending the Pioneer 
Valley Performing Arts Charter high 
school, in Hadley (MA), she spent 4 years 
at Wesleyan University studying music 
with a concentration in ethnomusicology.

Residing in Brooklyn (NY), she is a self-proclaimed practitioner of East African 
retro-pop. Working on various projects, she most recently has been working 
with the Nile Project, and was featured on their debut release, Aswan (named 
1 of the top 5 must-hear international albums of 2013 by NPR). She has also 
collaborated with French producer Débruit on the album Aljwal, released via 
Soundway Records. She toured the release in July 2014.

She released her debut album Silt with her band Alsarah & The Nubatones in 
the spring of 2014, followed by Manara in September 2016.

Charismatic and independent, author, composer and ethnomusicologist, 
considered as the new standard bearer of East African retro-pop music, 
Alsarah belongs to the generation of artists pursuing an atypical path and 
drawing upon her origins’ precious influences which she melds with her day-
to-day ones.

ALSARAH & THE NUBATONES

Baptized “The new star of Nubian pop” by The Guardian, the Sudanese singer 
from Brooklyn Alsarah gracefully distills atemporal melodies over heady beats, 
at the crossroads of East African and Arabic influences.

Settled in Brooklyn, there is no doubt that the surrounding frenzy, multi-
culturalism, and constant tingling of the city consciously or unconsciously guide 
Alsarah and her musicians in the search for the perfect balance between urban 
culture, modernity, and traditional reminiscences.

Inspired by both the golden age of Sudanese pop music of the ’70s and New 
York’s effervescence, Alsarah & The Nubatones build a repertoire where an 
exhilarating oud plays electric melodies on beautiful jazz-soul bass lines, and 
where sharp and modern percussions breathe new life to age-old rhythms.

Some major artists influences—such as Bi Kidude, the charismatic legend of 
taarab from Zanzibar, or the iconoclastic Grace Jones—give to Alsarah and her 
sister Nahid’s voices an incredible richness which widen the musical spectrum 
while keeping a deep identity.
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MANARA

If their debut album, Silt, was the mud the band came from, then 2016’s 
Manara is the house built of that clay. Born out of a creative retreat for the 
band in Asilah, Morocco, in November of 2015, this album showcases a new 
intimacy in the creative process with the majority of the tracks being original 
compositions by Alsarah & the Nubatones.

Under the leadership of Alsarah, the band explores the many emotions and 
themes that mark the long journey after immigration begins. Manara is a quest, 
and also a celebration of all the ways in which we shift, change, and grow as 
we seek to build a new life. From the joy that comes from gathering with your 
loved ones, to the spiritual image of the sea—the oldest road in the world 
to a new ideal; from the generosity of the people met during the journey, to 
the way governments have been failing our humanity facing them, Manara 
is an invitation to introspection but also to consider our mutual differences 
as a means to share and enrich one another, in the face of the current anti-
immigrant global atmosphere.

In an age of single-track downloads, Manara was made to be listened to from 
beginning to end, in the vein of classic albums such as Pink Floyd’s The Dark 
Side of the Moon and Prince’s Musicology.

The questions, “What is home?” and “What does it sound like?” lie at the crux 
of the creation of Manara. As Alsarah explains, “Sometimes we leave home 
willingly, sometimes we are forced out, sometimes we plan to go back, and 
sometimes we don’t know if we will ever see our loved ones again. But one 
thing we always know is that we don’t want to forget, or be forgotten. As the 
sea takes us, Manara is the lighthouse anchoring our journey and the keeper of 
our secrets. Not a destination, but rather a marker along the way.”

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Photo © Carlos Ramirez
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910 AM
NEWS

90.9 FM
NEWS  |  STUDIO ONE

Stream online: IowaPublicRadio.org or the IPR app.

 CLAY MASTERS
Host of Morning Edition 

Iowa Public Radio News

NEWS  
YOU CAN  
TRUST.

Cedar Rapids Coralville
115 3rd St. SE, Suite 500 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401

327 2nd St., Suite 300
Coralville, IA 52241

Pulling together.
As your partner and team of legal 
advisors, we know the value of 
working together to accomplish 
something meaningful.
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Great Artists. Great Audiences. Hancher Performances.
Discover more at hancher.uiowa.edu.

Order online  
hancher.uiowa.edu

Accessibility Services 
(319) 335-1158

Call  
(319) 335-1160  
or 800-HANCHER

CLUB 

CLUB 

Banda Magda
Saturday, February 2, 2019
6:30 pm and 9:00 pm

Some folks say music is a universal tongue, 
but just in case, Banda Magda sings in six 
languages. From samba to French chanson, 
from Greek folk tunes to Afro-Peruvian lando, 
Banda Magda offers you a whirlwind tour of 
music from every corner of the globe.

Kaia Kater
Saturday, March 30, 2019
6:30 pm and 9:00 pm

Of African-Caribbean descent and born in 
Québec, Kaia Kater has immersed herself in 
Canadian folk music as well as the music of 
Appalachia. With superb banjo skills, a jazz 
inflected voice, and a gift for song craft, she 
respects tradition while pushing forward.

Rahim AlHaj  
and string ensemble 
Letters from Iraq
Saturday, February 16, 2019
7:30 pm

Part of  EMBRACING COMPLEXITY

Born in Baghdad, Rahim AlHaj is a master of 
the oud—a stringed instrument with a history 
unfurling back 5,000 years. AlHaj and his string 
quintet will play his composition created from 
the text of actual letters of Iraqis living in their 
war-torn country.
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Play now. Play for life.

westmusic.com

• Band
• Orchestra
• Percussion
• Piano • Guitar
• Music Therapy
• Lessons • Repair

CEDAR FALLS • CEDAR RAPIDS • CORALVILLE • DECORAH
DES MOINES PIANO GALLERY • DUBUQUE • QUAD CITIES



Imagine the Power 
in Partnership

The Schmidt, Vander Leest and Wenzel Group
319-365-3397
svlwgroup.com

Craig Vander Leest, CFP®              
Senior Investment Consultant

Doug Wenzel, CIMA®              
Senior Investment Consultant  

Certi� ed Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certi� cation marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and federally registered 
 in the U.S., which it awards to individuals who successfully complete CFP Board’s initial and ongoing certi� cation requirement.

Investment Management Consultants Association is the owner of the certi� cation mark “CIMA®” and the service marks “Certi� ed Investment 
Management AnalystSM,” “Investment Management Consultants AssociationSM” and “IMCA®.” Use of CIMA® or Certi� ed Investment Management 
AnalystSM signi� es that the user has successfully completed IMCA’s initial and ongoing credentialing requirements for investment management 
consultants. ©2017 Robert W. Baird & Co. Member SIPC. MC-93062.

Dinner with friends is de riguer in many of our 
homes, which  can be centers for the culinary 
arts. The perfect kitchen is one of the right 

right home 
you seek. There’s art in expert cooking and 
presentation, and there’s art in real estate 
professionalism.

506 E. College St. Iowa City, IA 52240 | 319.354.9440
Licensed to Sell Real Estate in Iowa

Alan Swanson: 319.321.3129 and Tim Conroy: 319.321.3679
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BEFORE ALL
CLUB HANCHER
EVENTS

Lobby concessions will open sixty 
minutes prior to the performance, 
with a bar in Strauss Hall opening 
thirty minutes before start time.

Preorder your food selection up until 
noon the day before the event. For 
information, and ordering, visit:

catering.uiowa.edu/club-hancher

NEW THIS SEASON

You are now able to pre-purchase 
your drinks for intermission and pick 
them up for faster service! Ask your 
cashier for details.

HOURS:
Before Performances

Wednesdays 
10:00 am–1:00 pm

Thursdays 
5:00–7:30 pm 

The Hancher Showcase offers unique items perfect for 
gifts—or for yourself! All proceeds support Hancher’s 
educational programs.
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François M. and Doris E. Abboud

Terry and Johanna Abernathy

ACT

Bill and Fran Albrecht

Lee and Kazi Alward

Dr. Barrie Anderson

Nancy Andreasen and Terry Gwinn

Loretta Angerer

Anonymous Donors

Anonymous Family Foundation

Dale and Linda Baker

Wayne and Nora Lee Balmer

Douglas and Linda Behrendt

Country Bancorp /  
Bill and Nancy Bernau

Loanna and Orville Bloethe /  
HLV Community School Fund

Warren and Maryellen Boe

Robert F. and Judith C. Boyd

Jeff and Sara Braverman

Mace and Kay Braverman

Carolyn Brown and Jerry Zimmermann

John and Ellen Buchanan

Deborah K. and Ian E. Bullion

Richard and Ann Burton

Willis M. and Linda Brown Bywater

Mary K. Calkin

John and Kim Callaghan

Norma and David Carlson

Cosmo Catalano Family

CBI Bank and Trust

Joseph N. Christopher

Charles Richard and Barbara S. Clark

James and Loretta Clark

Katherine Rathe Clifton

Gary and Cathy Cohn

Ralph H. and Marcia A. Congdon

Tim and Anna Conroy

Dale and Cyndy Crider

Jon and Judy Cryer

Brad and Peggy Davis

Ellie and Peter Densen

David and Sally Dierks

Wendy and Greg Dunn

Mike Edmond and Laurie Lyckholm

George and Lois Eichacker

Jack and Nancy Evans

Everybody's Whole Foods

Dan Feldt in memory of Natalie Feldt

Robert and Karlen Fellows

Ed and Patricia Folsom

Lucy Foster

Bruce Gantz

Pat Gauron

Molly and Joseph Gaylord

The Gazette

Shaun Glick and Jessica Tucker Glick

Richard Gloss and Hal Ide

Graduate Iowa City

Luke and Hillary Granfield

Daryl K. and Nancy J. Granner

George A. and Barbara J. Grilley

Peter and Vera Gross

Brent Hadder

Leonard and Marlene Hadley

Garry R. and Susann K. Hamdorf

Hancher Showcase / Hancher Guild

Hancher Student Alumni

THANK YOU
We thank our 2018/2019 Partners for their unwavering loyalty and crucial 
support. Their generosity enables us to bring the world’s finest performing 
artists to our region.

TM
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Kevin and Pat Hanick

Anne Hargrave

Bruce and Melanie Haupert

James P. Hayes

Donald W. Heineking

Hills Bank and Trust Company

Raphael and Jodi K. Hirsch

Arnold and Darcy Honick

Albert B. and Jean M. Hood

H. Dee and Myrene Hoover

Richard and Judith Hurtig

Cassim and Julie Igram

Iowa City Press-Citizen

Iowa House Hotel

Kris Jones

Phillip E. and Jo Lavera Jones

William and Susan Jones

KDAT

The Kerber Family  
in memory of Richard E. Kerber

Michael and June Kinney

Roger and Gayle Klouda

John and Patricia Koza

Dr. Karl and Gay Kreder

Tim and Sarah Krumm

Karl and Allison Kundel

Greg and Meredith Lamb

Robert J. and Sue B. Latham

Bryan and Jan Lawler

Lensing Funeral & Cremation Service

Gary, Randi, Carly, Lauren,  
and Alyssa Levitz

Donald and Rachel Levy

Nancy Lynch

Little Village

Jean Lloyd-Jones

Ed and Ann Lorson

Casey D. Mahon

Coralville Marriott Hotel  
& Conference Center

Peter and Anne Matthes

William Matthes  
and Alicia Brown-Matthes

The McIntyre Foundation

Professor Michael McNulty  
and Dr. Darlene McNulty

Meardon, Sueppel & Downer P.L.C.

Dr. John P. Mehegan  
and Dr. Pamela K. Geyer

John R. Menninger

MidWestOne Bank

Frank and Jill Morriss

Mortenson Construction

Jerry and Judy Musser

Ray and Linda Muston

Richard F. Neiman, M.D.  
and Judith S. Neiman

The Neumann Family

Neumann Monson Architects, P.C.

Jeffrey and Kristine Nielsen

Mark and Leslie Nolte

Arthur and Ginger Nowak

Ed and Chris Null

Oaknoll Retirement Residence

Michael W. O’Hara  
and Jane Engeldinger

Okoboji Wines / Mark and Sheila Reed

Lamont D. and Vicki J. Olson

OPN Architects, Inc.

McIntyre
F O U N D A T I O N

T H E
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Robert A. Oppliger

Orchard Green Restaurant & Lounge / 
Bryan Herzic and Shelly Kolar Herzic

Gary and Nancy Pacha

Douglas and Linda Paul

Chuck and Mary Ann Peters

Mary Lou Peters

Phelan, Tucker, Mullen, Walker, Tucker  
& Gelman, L.L.P.

Bob and Peggy Rakel

John Raley / American Family Insurance

Alan and Amy Reed

Chad, Erica, Cameron, Harrison, Maryn, 
and Emmerson Reimers

L. Dianne and Herm Reininga

David and Noreen Revier

Jean E. and Renée Robillard

Tom Rocklin and Barbara McFadden

Jack and Nona Roe

Kirke Rogers and Sarah Wernimont

Gerald and Nancy Rose

Jo Ellen Ross

Jeff and Susan Sailors

Hutha Sayre

Scheels

Steve and Janie Schomberg

Ralph Schultz Family Foundation

Thomas R. Scott

Louis P. and Patricia A. Shields

Siroos Shirazi and Patti Walden

Shive-Hattery Architecture  
+ Engineering

William and Marlene W. Stanford

Edwin and Mary Stone

Sue and Joan Strauss

Lyse Strnad and Tom Leavenworth

W. Richard and Joyce Summerwill

Alan and Liz Swanson

Chuck and Kim Swanson

Tallgrass Business Resources

Tim Terry and Gretchen Rice

Keith and Nancy Thayer

James and Robin Torner

Toyota/Scion of Iowa City  
and ABRA Auto and Body Glass

Jeffrey R. and Tammy S. Tronvold

Dick and Buffie Tucker

University of Iowa Community  
Credit Union

University Housing & Dining

Douglas and Vance Van Daele

Craig and Sara Vander Leest

Elise and Devin van Holsteijn

Rhoda Vernon

Fritz and Elizabeth Viner

Ronald and Paula Weigel

Stuart L. Weinstein, M.D.  
and Mrs. Lynn Weinstein

Paul Weller and Sara Rynes Weller

Stephen and Victoria West

West Music

Gary A. and LaDonna K. Wicklund

Ellen M. Widiss

Candace Wiebener

Derek and Pamela Willard

Dorothy M. Willie

Herbert A. and Janice A. Wilson

Betty Winokur

Lee and Bev Witwer

Sara Wolfson

Stephen H. Wolken  
and Sue Montgomery Wolken

George and Carrol Woodworth

Patty and Steve Yeater

Catherine Zaharis and Robert Michael

Deborah and Rodney Zeitler

JOHN RALEY AGENCY

17



Côte d’Ivoire; Baule peoples
Asie usu (nature spirit) pair
Wood
15” H
The Stanley Collection, X1986.527

Individuals with disabilities are encouraged to attend 
all University of Iowa-sponsored events. If you are a 
person with a disability who requires a reasonable 
accommodation in order to participate in this program, 
please contact the SMA in advance at 319-335-1727.

BUILDING 
COMMUNITY
June 30, 2018–January 6, 2019

Stanley Visual Classroom
Iowa Memorial Union

Steve Roe
Executive Director

Call me today for your 
personal tour 

319-351-1720

1 Oaknoll Court  ●  Iowa City, IA 52246  ●  www.oaknoll.com  ●  oaknoll@oaknoll.com

Experience all the 
comforts of home...

and then some

An active LifeCare community since 1966
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uihc.org

UI QuickCare Locations
Monday - Friday:  7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday - Sunday:  7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 Coralville
 2510 Corridor Way, Suite 6A
 Coralville

 East
 1632 Sycamore Street
 Iowa City

 Mormon Trek
 767 Mormon Trek Boulevard
 Iowa City

 North Liberty
 720 Pacha Parkway, Suite 1
 North Liberty

 Old Capitol Town Center
 201 S. Clinton Street, Suite168  
 Iowa City

uiq 18-521 082018

Extended hours, easy parking, and a new online scheduling service 
that let’s you get in line early—before you’ve even left home. 
When you can’t see your doctor, UI Health Care Urgent Care and 
QuickCare will be there for you.

You didn’t expect 
to get sick.

But we’ll be  
expecting you.

Urgent Care Location
Monday - Friday:  7 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday - Sunday:  7 a.m. to 7 p.m

 Iowa City
 3640 Middlebury Road
 Iowa City

Save time. 
Reserve your spot online.
To reserve your spot,  
visit uihc.org/urgentcare or  
uihc.org/quickcare.



Begin your own tradition.

You never actually own a Patek Philippe. 
You merely take care of it for the next generation.

Annual Calendar Ref. 5396G


