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This performance is sponsored by Richard and Mary Jo Stanley 
in loving memory of their daughter Sarah Catherine Stanley.
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ABOUT THE ARTIST
For decades Bobby McFerrin has broken all the rules. The ten-time Grammy 
winner has blurred the distinction between pop music and fine art, goofing 
around barefoot in the world’s finest concert halls, exploring uncharted vocal 
territory, inspiring a whole new generation of a cappella singers and the beatbox 
movement. 

His most recent album, spirityouall, is a bluesy, feel-good recording, an 
unexpected move from the music-industry rebel who singlehandedly redefined 
the role of the human voice with his a cappella hit “Don’t Worry, Be Happy,” his 
collaborations with Yo-Yo Ma, Chick Corea, and the Vienna Philharmonic, his 
improvising choir Voicestra, and his legendary solo vocal performances. 

It’s been the quietest and politest of revolutions. Bobby McFerrin was always 
an unlikely pop star. He created a lasting earworm of a #1 hit early in his 
career. Then he calmly went back to pursuing his own iconoclastic musical 
journey, improvising on national television, singing melodies without words, 
spontaneously inventing parts for 60,000 choral singers in a stadium in 
Germany, ignoring boundaries of genre, defying all expectations. 

Most people don’t know that Bobby came from a family of singers. Bobby’s 
father, the Metropolitan Opera baritone Robert McFerrin, Sr., provided the 
singing voice for Sydney Poitier for the film version of Porgy & Bess, and his 
mother, Sara, was a fine soprano soloist and voice teacher. 

Bobby grew up surrounded by music of all kinds. He remembers conducting 
Beethoven on the stereo at three, hiding under the piano while his father and 
mother coached young singers, dancing around the house to Louie Armstrong, 
Judy Garland, Etta Jones, and Fred Astaire. He played the clarinet seriously 
as a child, but he began his musical career as a pianist at the age of 14. He led 
his own jazz groups, studied composition, toured with the show band for the 
Ice Follies, played for dance classes. Then one day he was walking home and 
suddenly he understood that he had been a singer all along. 

Bobby’s history as an instrumentalist and bandleader is key to understanding 
his innovative approach to mapping harmony and rhythm (as well as melody) 
with his voice. “I can’t sing everything at once,” he says, “but I can hint at it so 
the audience hears even what I don’t sing.” 

All that pioneer spirit and virtuosity has opened up a great big sky full of new 
options for singers; so have Bobby’s experiments in multi-tracking his voice 
(“Don’t Worry, Be Happy” has seven separate, over-dubbed vocal tracks; 
Bobby’s choral album VOCAbuLarieS with Roger Treece has thousands). But 
virtuosity isn’t the point.

“I try not to ‘perform’ onstage,” says Bobby. “I try to sing the way I sing in my 
kitchen, because I just can’t help myself. I want audiences to leave the theatre 
and sing in their own kitchens the next morning. I want to bring audiences into 
the incredible feeling of joy and freedom I get when I sing.”
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SUPPORTING ARTISTS
DAMANI PHILLIPS (saxophone) is a native of Pontiac, Michigan, where he 
began playing at the age of 10. He currently serves as assistant professor of 
jazz studies and African-American studies at the University of Iowa, where he 
teaches applied jazz saxophone, directs jazz combos, and teaches courses 
in African-American music, jazz history, jazz theory, and improvisation. He 
has earned bachelor and master of music degrees from DePaul University 
(Chicago) and the University of Kentucky in classical saxophone, and a second 
Master of Music degree in Jazz Studies from Wayne State University (Detroit). 
In 2009, Phillips completed the Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Jazz Studies 
at the University of Colorado at Boulder, becoming one of the first African-
Americans in the country to earn this degree.

RICHARD WAGOR (bass) earned his Bachelor of Arts in music from the 
University of Iowa and a Master of Music from Manhattan School of Music,  
and has worked with various teachers including Eldon Obrecht, Diana Gannett, 
Homer Mensch, and Robert Kassinger. Wagor has also performed in a wide 
variety of professional settings. Wagor has played as a member of the Memphis 
Symphony Orchestra, the Waterloo-Cedar Falls Symphony, and the Dubuque 
Symphony. Wagor has also played other genres of music with Pat Smith, Jennifer 
Lee, Tim Daugherty, Leni Stern, Stephanie Wright, the Yale Repertory Theater, 
NOWIS, the Bill Shepherd Big Band, the Rod Pierson Small Band, Peter Hart, 
and the band Joecephus and the George Jonestown Massacre. As a teacher, 
Wagor has formerly held positions with the University of Northern Iowa and 
the Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp and currently teaches at Coe College in Cedar 
Rapids and Cornell College in Mount Vernon.

EDGAR EAST (percussion) is Panamanian. His upbringing in Panama City meant 
noise, hustle, bustle, and those chaotic smells and sights so characteristic of any 
Third World metropolis. It also meant a fierce need for individuality and lots of 
musical innovation and creativity, as expressed in the work of his compatriot, 
Rubén Blades. He moved to Iowa on a student scholarship and stayed, building 
a life in a foreign but welcoming land, where his Latin heritage began to blend 
with his predominantly Anglo-Saxon surroundings. He lives in Waterloo, and he 
and his Colombian partner, Karin Stein, perform as Calle Sur.
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SENIOR CHOIR of 
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, IOWA CITY
R.O. Moninger, Director
Rosalie Moninger, Music Coordinator
Marlys Boote, Senior Organist

Sopranos

Emily Boland
Erin Casey
Donna Grundstad
Kristi Harper
Judy Herlein
Sarah Jones Krumm
Katie Martin
Sarah Meehan
Connie Mutel
Christine Norquest
Karin Panzer
Stacy Rebal
Anne Schularick
Karen Teigland

Altos

Kate Adams
Cassie Bogh
Lisa Bogh
Marlys Boote
Barby Buddin
Karin Bursch
Phyllis Chang
Ruth Christ
Christy Curry Hoyland
Irene Dymerski
Claudia Gieswein
Debbie Grundstad
Sandy Johnson
Susannah LeVon
Barb Lueder
Pastor Jennifer Lutz
Rosalie Moninger
Sara Moninger

Tenors

Betty Adams
Lou Becker
Adam Bogh
Charles Bogh
Shawn Eyestone
Sally Leme
Steve Martin
Jamie McCoy
Linda Merickel
Greg Spragle
Bruce Wilson

Baritones and Basses

David Christ
Al Grundstad
John Grundstad
Rod Hanze
Jeff Harper
Chuck Hesse
Roger Hileman
Michael Hovland
Tim Krumm
Peter LeVon
Lauren Lines
Forrest Meyer
J.P. Moninger
Tom Moninger
Matthew Peirce
Joe Scheivert
Glade Sietsema
Kent Smith
Tim Smith
Bruce Teigland
Charles Velte

Zion Lutheran Church
310 North Johnson Street
Iowa City  IA  52245

www.zionlutheranic.360unite.com
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SARAH CATHERINE STANLEY
This evening’s Bobby McFerrin concert honors Sarah Catherine Stanley. 
Sarah, the daughter of Richard and Mary Jo Stanley, died suddenly 
and unexpectedly at age 53 of aortic dissection. She is survived by her 
beloved husband, Louis Kidder, and their cherished children Hannah, 
Rebecca, and Samuel and his wife Sylvia. She is also survived by her 
brother, Joseph Stanley, her sister, Lynne Stanley, and their families. 

Bobby McFerrin’s “The 23rd Psalm” was sung at her Celebration of Life 
service on September 13, 2014, by the Union Congregational UCC Choir 
of which she had been a longtime member. 

A REMEMBRANCE BY DICK AND MARY JO STANLEY

Sarah had a wonderful smile. She found the light in every situation 
and would help those around her see it, too. She shared her life with 
other people. She freely gave of herself to her family, friends, church, 
and community, both locally and beyond. She was treasured for her 
thoughtfulness, quirky sense of humor, and willingness to work to help 
make a better world. We relished her knack for remembering and singing 
old camp songs and show tunes. We counted on her to know obscure 
facts, poetry, and people. We are thankful for the depth and constancy 
of her friendship and love. Sarah made a positive difference in the lives 
of many.
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Sarah gave much time, energy, wisdom, and love to her church. She was its 
moderator, the president of the congregation. She made things happen 
and never needed credit. She loved being a tenor in the choir. She was 
at the heart of its social justice ministries, and her pastor described her 
as the glue that held the church together in challenging times. Sarah was 
thrilled to paddle the Boundary Waters annually with her dear CLUCS 
(Church Ladies of Union Canoe Society). She loved the fellowship and 
adventures they shared.

Sarah was an effective leader because it was never about Sarah. It was 
about the church, or the Thanksgiving Day Free Store, or one of the other 
groups to which she freely gave her time and talent. She led by example; 
she led by listening; she led by letting people know she cared; she led by 
a patient, realistic optimism that accomplished much in her church and 
wider community.

Sarah devoted more than 25 years to advancing the work of the Stanley 
Foundation in her roles as Director, Vice Chair for Board Management, 
Chair of the Governance Committee, and other varied work toward 
achieving a secure peace with freedom and justice built on global 
citizenship and effective global governance.

We remember Sarah’s wisdom about the importance of community. 
Beginning with her family, she was fully a part of the various circles of 
people that made up her life. May each of us follow her example, finding 
and offering in our communities the love and support that will carry us 
through the times ahead. 
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THANK YOU
Hancher thanks our Partners for their unwavering 
loyalty and crucial support.

Their generosity enables us to bring the world’s finest 
performing artists to our region.

Terry and Johanna Abernathy
Loretta Angerer
Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Family Foundation
Wayne and Nora Lee Balmer
Loanna and Orville Bloethe  |  HLV Community School Fund
Robert F. and Judith C. Boyd
John and Ellen Buchanan
Deborah K. and Ian E. Bullion
Mary K. Calkin
Jo Catalano
Charles Richard and Barbara S. Clark
Katherine Rathe Clifton
Ralph H. and Marcia A. Congdon
Peter and Ellie Densen
George and Lois Eichacker
Everybody’s Whole Foods
Sue Matthes Galvin
Bruce Gantz and Mary DeJong Gantz
Pat Gauron
The Gazette
M.C. Ginsberg “Objects of Art”  |  Mark and Vickie Ginsberg
Daryl K. and Nancy J. Granner
George A. and Barbara J. Grilley
Leonard and Marlene Hadley
Garry R. and Susann K. Hamdorf
Hancher Guild
Hancher Showcase
Hancher Student Alumni
Anne Hargrave
Donald W. Heineking
Hills Bank and Trust Company
Raphael and Jodi K. Hirsch
Albert B. and Jean M. Hood
Richard and Judith Hurtig
Iowa House Hotel
Phillip E. and Jo Lavera Jones
William and Susan Jones
Roger and Gayle Klouda
Lensing Funeral & Cremation Service
Little Village
Coralville Marriott Hotel & Conference Center
Meardon, Sueppel & Downer P.L.C.



John R. Menninger
Rex Montgomery
Frank and Jill Morriss
Mortenson Construction
Neumann Monson Architects, P.C.
Mark and Leslie Nolte
Arthur and Ginger Nowak
Oaknoll Retirement Residence
Michael W. O’Hara and Jane Engeldinger
William H. and Bertha S. Olin
OPN Architects, Inc.
Robert A. Oppliger
Orchard Green Restaurant & Lounge  |  Bryan Herzic and Shelly Kolar Herzic
Douglas and Linda Paul
Pelli Clarke Pelli Architects
Chuck and Mary Ann Peters
Phelan, Tucker, Mullen, Walker, Tucker & Gelman, L.L.P.
Press-Citizen Media
Quality Care
Chad and Erica Reimers
Riverside Casino & Golf Resort
Jean E. and Renee Robillard
Jack and Nona Roe
Jo Ellen Ross
Maile Sagen  ¦  Deceased & longtime Hancher Partner
Scheels
Peggy Scholz
Steve and Janie Schomberg
Rudy Schulz  ¦  Deceased & longtime Hancher Partner
Sheraton Iowa City Hotel
Louis P. and Patricia A. Shields
Shive-Hattery Architecture + Engineering
William and Marlene W. Stanford
Richard and Mary Jo Stanley
Daniel and Beth Holden Stence
Sue Strauss
Lyse Strnad and Tom Leavenworth
W. Richard and Joyce Summerwill
Alan and Liz Swanson
Chuck and Kim Swanson
Tallgrass Business Resources
Toyota/Scion of Iowa City and ABRA Auto and Body Glass
Jeffrey R. and Tammy S. Tronvold
University Housing & Dining
University of Iowa Community Credit Union
Rhoda Vernon
West Music Company
Gary A. and LaDonna K. Wicklund
Dorothy M. Willie
Herbert A. and Janice A. Wilson
Wilson Family Foundation
Betty Winokur
Sherwood and Sara Wolfson
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