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THE (BLACK AND) GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 

HANCHER SEASON CUP!
The Hancher Season Cup allows patrons to 
take drinks purchased in the Stanley Café into 
the auditorium to enjoy during performances.

Purchase yours at the Box Offi  ce, the Hancher Showcase, or 
the Stanley Café.

Only beverages purchased from the Stanley Café can be taken into the auditorium. The 2021-2022 and 
2022-2023 Season Cups can be used. Patrons should not bring beverages from home. Also, alcoholic 
beverages cannot be taken out of Hancher Auditorium in a Hancher Season Cup as this would violate 
“open container” restrictions.

JUST $5
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Pastorela

Three Songs
1.	 Bayou Home
2.	 If You Should Go
3.	 Song For The Lonely

Three Silhouettes
1.	 Tambourine
2.	 Lament
3.	 Valse

Four Études
1.	 Sato
2.	 Marwa
3.	 Neuf
4.	 Ahir-Bhairov

Fanmi Imèn

Wish Sonatine

Blues for Peter

Traditional spirituals
1.	 His Eye is on the Sparrow
2.	 Soon I will be Done
3.	 Every Time I Feel the Spirit

Yusef Lateef:
(1920–2013)

Valerie Coleman
(b. 1970)

Valerie Coleman
(b. 1970)

Mary Lou Williams
(1910–1981)

PROGRAM

SONGS OF BLACK AMERICA
AARON DIEHL, piano

BRANDON PATRICK GEORGE, flute

Friday, October 14, 2022, at 7:30 pm
Hancher Auditorium, the University of Iowa

arr. Brandon Patrick George  
and Aaron Diehl

William Grant Still
(1895–1978)

William Grant Still
(1895–1978)

Samuel Coleridge-Taylor
(1875–1912)

arr. Katherine Needleman

Cover photos: Maria Jarzyna, Marco Borggreve 
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EVENT PARTNERS

Alan and Liz Swanson
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS
AARON DIEHL, piano

Since his debut release on Mack Avenue Records in 2013, pianist-composer Aaron 
Diehl has mystified listeners with his layered artistry. He reaches into expansion. 
At once temporal and ethereal—deliberate in touch and texture—his expression 
transforms the piano into an orchestral vessel in the spirit of beloved predecessors 
Ahmad Jamal, Erroll Garner, Art Tatum, and Jelly Roll Morton. Moment to moment, 
he considers what instrument he’s moved to evoke. “This is a singular voice here, but 
maybe this section is a saxophone soli, or this piece here are high winds or low brass 
in the bass,” says the Steinway artist, describing his concept on the bandstand. 

Following three critically acclaimed leader albums, the American Pianist 
Association’s 2011 Cole Porter fellow now focuses his attention on what it means to 
be authentic, to be present within himself. His most recent release on Mack Avenue, 
The Vagabond, reveals his breadth as who The New York Times calls “a composer 
worth watching.” Across nine original tracks and works by Philip Glass and Sergei 
Prokofiev, Aaron leans into imagination and exploration. His forthcoming solo record 
promises an expansion of that search in a setting at once unbound and intimate.

In his sound, Aaron finds evolving meaning in the briefest phrases. He conjures three-
dimensional expansion of melody, counterpoint, and movement through time. Rather 
than choose one sound or another, one genre or another—one identity or another—
Aaron invites listeners into the chambered whole of his artistry. His approach reflects 
varied ancestral lineages and cultural expressions. And he remains committed to 
independence and self-discovery. 

Born in Columbus, Ohio, a young Aaron flourished among family members 
supportive of his artistic inclinations. His grandfather, piano and trombone player 
Arthur Baskerville, inspired him to pursue music and nurtured his talent. In 2003, 
Aaron traveled to New York; following his success as a finalist in Jazz at Lincoln 
Center’s 2002 Essentially Ellington competition and a subsequent European tour 
with Wynton Marsalis, he began studying under mentors Kenny Barron, Eric Reed, 
and Oxana Yablonskaya, earning a Bachelor of Music in jazz studies at the Juilliard 
School. His love affair with rub and tension prompted a years-long immersion in 
seemingly disparate sound palettes he found to be similar in depth, resonance, and 
impulse to explore, from Monk and Ravel to Gershwin and William Grant Still. Among 
other towering figures, Still in particular inspires Aaron’s ongoing curation of Black 
American composers in his own performance programming, unveiled this past fall 
at 92nd St. Y. This ongoing project, along with his recent and widely lauded trio 
interpretations of Glass’s iconic repertoire, has propelled Aaron into the next phase 
of self-actualizing. He embraces the challenge of drawing on other artists’ visions 
and expressions, then interpreting those within the framework of his own personal 
aesthetic. 

As thoroughly a collaborator as he is a leader, Aaron has appeared at such 
celebrated international venues as The Barbican, Ronnie Scott’s, Elbphilharmonie 
and Philharmonie de Paris, as well as domestic mainstays Jazz at Lincoln Center, 
The Kennedy Center, The Village Vanguard, and Walt Disney Hall. Jazz Festival 
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS
appearances comprise performances at Detroit, Newport, Atlanta, and Monterey, 
for which he received the 2014 festival commission. Orchestral performances 
include hits at New York Philharmonic, Boston Symphony Orchestra, Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, and the Philadelphia Orchestra. 

Aaron’s appetite for expansion has afforded him passing and extended associations 
with some of the music’s most fascinating and enduring figures including Wynton 
Marsalis, Benny Golson, Jimmy Heath, Buster Williams, Branford Marsalis, Wycliffe 
Gordon, and Philip Glass. His formative association with multi-Grammy award-
winning artist Cécile McLorin Salvant only enhanced his study and deeply personal 
delivery of the American Songbook. Recent highlights have included appearing at 
the New York premiere of Philip Glass’s complete Etudes at the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music, collaborating with flamenco guitarist Dani de Morón in Flamenco Meets 
Jazz (produced by Savannah Music Festival and Flamenco Festival), and performing 
with the New York Philharmonic and the Cleveland Orchestra as featured soloist on 
George Gershwin’s Piano Concerto in F. The New York Times lauded the “brilliance” 
of his performance: “The roomy freedom of [his] playing in bluesy episodes was 
especially affecting. He folded short improvised sections into the score, and it’s hard 
to imagine that Gershwin would not have been impressed.” 

When he’s not at the studio or on the road, he’s likely in the air. A licensed pilot, Aaron 
holds commercial single- and multi-engine certificates.

BRANDON PATRICK GEORGE, flute

Brandon Patrick George is a leading flute soloist and Grammy-nominated chamber 
musician whose repertoire extends from the Baroque era to today. He is the flutist 
of Imani Winds and has appeared as a soloist with the Atlanta, Baltimore, and 
Albany symphonies, American Composers Orchestra, and the Orchestra of St. 
Luke’s, among others. He has been praised as “elegant” by The New York Times, as 
a “virtuoso” by The Washington Post, and as a “knockout musician with a gorgeous 
sound” by The Philadelphia Inquirer. His debut album was released by Haenssler 
Classics in September 2020; The New York Times has described it as “a program that 
showcases the flute in all its wit, warmth and brilliance.”

Brandon has performed at the Elbphilharmonie, the Kennedy Center, the Dresden 
Music Festival, and the Prague Spring Festival. In addition to his work with Imani 
Winds, Brandon’s solo performances include appearances at Lincoln Center, the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 92nd Street Y, Tippet Rise, and Maverick Concerts. His 
current collaborations include touring projects with harpsichordist Mahan Esfahani, 
pianist Aaron Diehl, and harpist Parker Ramsay. In 2021, Brandon was part of the 
inaugural class of WQXR’s Artist Propulsion Lab, a program designed to advance 
the careers of early and mid-career artists and support the future of classical music. 
During his yearlong residency at WQXR, Brandon guest hosted Evening Music, 
interviewed Ford Foundation president Darren Walker about diversity and equity in 
the performing arts, and recorded with pianist Aaron Diehl and harpist June Han.
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 Start Here

Play Now, Play for Life
westmusic.com

Coralville    Marion    Davenport     Cedar Falls    Dubuque  

Piano    Orchestra    Band    Percussion    Guitar    Lessons    Repair    Music Therapy
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Prior to his solo career, Brandon performed as a guest with many of the world’s 
leading ensembles including the Los Angeles Philharmonic, the Pittsburgh Symphony 
Orchestra, the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, and the International Contemporary 
Ensemble (ICE). With the Los Angeles Philharmonic, Brandon performed at Walt 
Disney Concert Hall and at the Hollywood Bowl with music Director Gustavo 
Dudamel. His ensemble work allowed him to work closely with some of the foremost 
composers of our time including John Adams, Louis Andriessen, Tania León, Steve 
Reich, and George Lewis.

Raised by a single mother in Dayton, Ohio, Brandon is the proud product of public arts 
education. He draws on his personal experiences in his commitment to educating 
the next generation, performing countless outreach concerts for schoolchildren 
every year, and mentoring young conservatory musicians of color embarking on 
performance careers. Brandon trained at the Oberlin Conservatory of Music, the 
Conservatoire de Paris, and the Manhattan School of Music. He serves on the faculty 
of the Curtis Institute and the Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Photo: Marco Borggreve
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PROGRAM NOTES 
Aaron Diehl and Brandon Patrick George explore the rich culture of music, both 
traditional and classical, by African American composers. 

WILLIAM GRANT STILL Three Songs for Flute and Piano

Prolific composer and conductor William Grant Still 
(1895–1978) frequently collaborated with renowned African 
American writers and poets. In Three Songs for Flute and 
Piano, the text for “Bayou Home,” “If You Should Go,” and 
“Song for the Lonely” was created by poet Countee Cullen 
(1903–1946), a key voice of the Harlem Renaissance, and 
Still’s wife, the librettist, pianist, and writer Verna Arvey 
(1910–1987).

Still was the first African American to conduct a professional 
symphony orchestra in the United States and was a prolific 
composer of symphonies, ballets, operas, and other works. 
He is perhaps best known for 1931’s Afro-American Symphony.

VALERIE COLEMAN Wish Sonatine and Fanmi Imèn

Wish Sonatine is Valerie Coleman’s first work for flute and 
piano. The piece was inspired by and titled from the poem 
“Wish” by Fred D’Aguiar (1960– ). It is a dramatic tone poem 
for flutist and pianist alike, depicting the Middle Passage 
in which Africans were trafficked across the Atlantic by tall 
ships to be sold into slavery.

Coleman’s Fanmi Imèn is Haitian Creole for Human Family, 
the most famous work by poet Maya Angelou (1928–
2014). Both the musical and literary poems acknowledge 
differences within humankind, either due to ethnicity, 
background, or geography, but Angelou’s refrain: “we are 
more alike, my friends, than we are unalike,” reaffirms our humanity as a reminder of 
unity.

Coleman (1970– ), who is also a Grammy-nominated flutist known for her work with 
Imani Winds, was named one of the “Top 35 Women Composers” by The Washington 
Post. She was also named Performance Today’s 2020 Classical Woman of the Year, 
an honor bestowed to an individual who has made a significant contribution to 
classical music as a performer, composer, or educator. Her piece Umoja, Anthem for 
Unity was chosen by Chamber Music America as one of the “Top 101 Great American 
Ensemble Works” and is now a staple of woodwind literature.

William Grant Still 
by Carl Van Vechten 
(1949)

Photo: Matthew Murphy
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On September 23, Hancher and 
the Office of Performing Arts and 
Engagement collaborated with 
The Englert Theatre and Prairie 
Lights Bookstore to present NABIL 
AYERS and JAMES SPOONER 
in conversation with André Perry 
in Hancher’s Strauss Hall and at 
Prairie Lights. 

Each an author of a memoir, Ayers 
(My Life in the Sunshine) and 
Spooner (The High Desert) spoke 
about their creative process, their 
experiences as Black men and 
artists, and the impulses behind 
their books.

7:00 pm
Prairie Lights Bookstore

Nabil Ayers and James Spooner
Friday, September 23, 2022
2:00 pm
Strauss Hall in Hancher Auditorium
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TWO DAYS 
WITH 
THREE AMAZING ARTISTS

Leslie Odom, Jr.
Saturday, September 24, 2022 
7:30 pm
Hancher Auditorium
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On September 24, LESLIE ODOM, 
JR.—Hamilton star, Emmy and 
Oscar nominee, and Hancher 
favorite—was supported by a killer 
band as his beautiful, soulful voice 
filled the auditorium and thrilled  
the audience.

13



GreenState.org

  with gratitude to
The International 
Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees,
Local 690

Celebrating 50 Years 
of Quality Entertainment

CONGRATULATIONS

International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, Moving Picture 
Technicians, Artists and Allied Crafts of the United States, Its Territories and 

Canada, AFL-CIO Affiliated 

THE UNION BEHIND ENTERTAINMENT

®

HANCHER AUDITORIUM
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THANK YOU
We thank our 2022-2023 Partners for their unwavering loyalty 
and crucial support. Their generosity enables us to bring the 
world’s fi nest performing artists to university students, staff , 
our community, and the region.

François M. and Doris E. Abboud

Terry and Johanna Abernathy

Kent and Kay Ackerson

Bill and Fran Albrecht

Lee and Kazi Alward

Barrie Anderson

Loretta Angerer

Anonymous Donors

Anonymous Family Foundation

Artemus Bush-Helen Jones Trust

Dale and Linda Baker

Wayne (1928–2022) and Nora Lee Balmer

Douglas and Linda Behrendt

Jo Ann Bell in memory of Jim Bell

John and Carrie Bernat

Loanna and Orville Bloethe / 
HLV Community School Fund

Warren and Maryellen Boe

Susan and Sandy Boyd

Jeff and Sara Braverman

Mace and Kay Braverman

Carolyn Brown and Jerry Zimmermann

Alicia Brown-Matthes

John and Ellen Buchanan

Deborah K. and Ian E. Bullion

Richard and Ann Burton

Mary K. Calkin

Norma and David Carlson

Wendy Carter and Don Heistad 
in honor of Chuck Swanson

CBI Bank and Trust

Joseph N. Christopher

City of Iowa City

Charles Richard and Barbara S. Clark

Ralph H. and Marcia A. Congdon

Dale and Cyndy Crider

Brad and Peggy Davis

Denise DeLorme in memory of Scott Hagen

Ellie and Peter Densen

The Chris and Suzy DeWolf Family

William Dickinson

David and Sally Dierks

Peggy Doerge

The Dreusicke Family

Edward and Linda Dykstra

Jack and Nancy Evans

Everybody’s Whole Foods

Michael S. and Renee Favo

Dan Feldt in memory of Natalie Feldt

Robert and Karlen Fellows

Ed and Patricia Folsom

Charlie and Connie Funk

Bruce Gantz

Pat Gauron

TM
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ON VIEW NOW

Always free and  
open to all
stanleymuseum.uiowa.edu
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Molly and Joseph Gaylord

The Gazette

Miriam Gilbert

Luke and Hillary Granfi eld

Daryl K. and Nancy J. Granner

GreenState Credit Union

George A. and Barbara J. Grilley

Mitchell and Melanie Gross

Peter and Vera Gross

Brent Hadder

Leonard and Marlene Hadley

Hancher Showcase / Hancher Guild

Hancher Student Alumni

Kevin and Pat Hanick

Bruce and Melanie Haupert

James P. Hayes

Vernon Hein Fund

Donald W. Heineking

Hills Bank and Trust Company

Arnold and Darcy Honick

Albert B. and Jean M. Hood

H. Dee and Myrene Hoover

Jim and Judy Houghton

Richard and Judith Hurtig

Cassim and Julie Igram

Iowa City Community School District Foundation

Iowa City / Coralville Area 
Convention and Visitors Bureau

Terry and Jone Johnson

Kris Jones

William and Susan Jones

Will and Wendy Keen

Nancy Kennedy and Family

The family of Richard E. Kerber

Kenneth K. Kinsey Family Foundation

Skip Klintworth in memory of Tim Terry

Roger and Gayle Klouda

Jean Koch

John and Patricia Koza

Tim and Sarah Krumm

Jon and Carma Kuhl

Karl Kundel and Allison Kundel

Phillip Lainson

Greg and Meredith Lamb

Mary Jo and John Langhorne

Lynne Lanning and Richard Smith

Robert J. and Sue B. Latham

Bryan and Jan Lawler

Michael and Chelle Lehman

Valdean and Lois Lembke

Lensing Funeral & Cremation Service

Gary and Randi Levitz

Little Village

Jerry and Carol Litton

Ed and Ann Lorson

Lowell A. Luhman, M.D.
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©2021 Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated. Member SIPC. MC-687200.  

Discover the Power  
of the Arts

We are proud to support Hancher Auditorium.

The Vander Leest & Wenzel Group 
319-365-3397 . 800-365-3397 
thevlwgroup.com | vlwgroup@rwbaird.com

TIM CONROY
M: 319.321.3679

TIMCONROY.COM

Representing 
sellers and buyers 

of real estate in 
the Iowa City Area.

Blank & McCune, The Real Estate Company
506 E. College Street, Iowa City, IA 52240

Licensed to Sell Real Estate in Iowa
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Mark and Fran Lundy

Nancy Lynch

Casey D. Mahon

Yvonne McCabe

The McIntyre Foundation

Meardon, Sueppel & Downer PLC and Security 
Abstract Company

John Mehegan and Pamela Geyer

John R. Menninger

MidWestOne Bank

Mary Mixdorf

Kevin and Julie Monson

Frank and Jill Morriss

Jerry and Judy Musser

Ray and Linda Muston

Margaret Neumann

Jeffrey and Kristine Nielsen

Arthur and Ginger Nowak

Oaknoll Retirement Residence

Gregg Oden and Lola Lopes

Michael W. O’Hara and Jane Engeldinger

Lamont D. and Vicki J. Olson

OPN Architects, Inc.

Robert A. Oppliger

Gary and Nancy Pacha

Parsons Family

Dorothy Paul

Douglas and Linda Paul

Pelli Clarke & Partners

Chuck Peters

Mary Ann Peters

Margaret Polson

John Raley / American Family Insurance

Mindy Ramsey

Robert and Cheryl Reardon

Alan and Amy Reed

Mark and Sheila Reed

Chad and Erica Reimers

Herm and L. Dianne Reininga

David and Noreen Revier

Gretchen Rice in memory of Tim Terry

Jean E. and Renée Robillard

Tom Rocklin and Barbara McFadden

Trudi and Jack Rosazza

Gerald and Nancy Rose

Jo Ellen Ross

Bill Rubright in loving memory 
of Karen G. Rubright and Emilie J. Rubright

Jeff and Susan Sailors

Frank and Mary Scamman

Scheels

Steve and Janie Schomberg

Ralph Schultz Family Foundation

Charlotte and Rudy Schulz Directors Fund

Marvin and Helen Schumacher

Julie K. Scott

McIntyre
F O U N D A T I O N

T H E
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HANCHER SHOWCASE
The Hancher Showcase off ers unique items perfect 
for gifts—or for yourself! All proceeds support 
Hancher’s educational programs.

The Hancher Showcase is open one hour before 
performances, during intermission, and after.

ADDITIONAL HOURS

September & October; January–May 
Wednesdays, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.     

November & December
Tuesday–Thursdays, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.   
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Thomas R. Scott

Nancy J. Sereduck

Shive-Hattery Architecture + Engineering

Richard and Vicki Siefers

John and Dyan Smith

William and Marlene W. (1933–2021) Stanford

Daniel R. And Beth Holden Stence

Anna and Jeff Stone

Edwin and Mary Stone

Sue and Joan Strauss

Lyse Strnad and Tom Leavenworth

Kristin E. Summerwill

Suzanne Summerwill and James Flitz

W. Richard and Joyce Summerwill

Alan and Liz Swanson

Chuck and Kim Swanson

The Chuck Swanson Executive Directorship 
of Hancher Auditorium Fund

Mary Susan Taylor

Nancy Delahooke Thayer

James and Robin Torner

Jeffrey R. and Tammy S. Tronvold

Douglas and Vance Van Daele

Rhoda Vernon

Bill Waldie and Pat Heiden

Larry and Miechelle Weber

Stuart L. Weinstein, M.D. and Mrs. Lynn Weinstein

Paul Weller and Sara Rynes-Weller

Stephen and Victoria West

West Music

LaDonna and Gary Wicklund

Ellen M. Widiss

Candace Wiebener

Derek and Pamela Willard

Sara and Sherwood Wolfson Educational Fund

Stephen Wolken, M.D. and Sue Montgomery 
Wolken

George and Carrol Woodworth

Patty and Steve Yeater

Catherine Zaharis and Robert Michael

Deborah and Rodney Zeitler
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Shorten your wait at the Stanley Café!
Now you can order refreshments online before you arrive 
at Hancher Auditorium. 

We’ll have dedicated staff  members ready to quickly fi ll 
your order—and you can order your beverage and snacks 
for intermission when you pick up your refreshments.

You will save money, too! Each entrée and dessert is $1 less 
on the pre-order site compared to ordering in-person.

DO YOU LOVE HANCHER LIKE WE DO? 
Your support makes our 
work possible! Become a 
donor to Hancher today—
without even leaving your 
seat. To make a gift now, 
point your smartphone 
camera at the image here!

HANCHER AUDITORIUM
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PROSTATE CANCER IS 
THE MOST COMMON 
CANCER IN MEN.

It is more likely to occur in men with a family history 
of prostate cancer and in men of African-American 
descent. Other risk factors include smoking, being 
overweight, and not getting enough exercise.

Talk with your doctor about screening and how        
you can lower your risk.

cancer.uiowa.edu




