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THANK YOU T0 SUPPORTERS
OF THIS EVENING'S PERFORMANGE

HANCHER EVENT PARTNERS

Alan & Kris Nagel
in honor of Wally & Karen Chappell

Ryan & Amanda West



GABRIEL KAHANE

HANCHER’S 2025-2026 COMPOSER-IN-RESIDENCE

Sunday, February 22, 2026, at 4:00 p.m.
Hancher Auditorium, the University of lowa

GABRIEL KAHANE, vocals, guitar, piano

PROGRAM

4:00 p.m. Magnificent Bird
5.30 p.m. Buffet-style community dinner
7:00 p.m. Book of Travelers



ARTIST'S NOTE

He who attempts to act

and do things for others or for the world

without deepening his own self-understanding,
freedom, integrity and capacity to love

will not have anything to give others.

He will communicate to them nothing

but the contagion of his own obsessions,

his aggressiveness, his ego-centered ambitions,
his delusions about ends and means,

his doctrinaire prejudices and ideas...

We have more power at our disposal today
than we have ever had, and yet

we are more alienated and estranged
from the inner ground of meaning

and of love than we have ever been.

— Thomas Merton
Contemplation in a World of Action




GABRIEL KAHANE

Gabriel Kahane is a musician, writer,
and storyteller.

Highlights of the 2025-2026
season include collaborations with
Roomful of Teeth, Attacca Quartet,
and Jeffrey Kahane; conducting
debuts with Santa Fe Pro Music
and the San Antonio Philharmonic;
composer-in-residence posts with
the University of lowa and the
Charlotte Symphony; the world
premiere of a new set of songs at
the 92nd Street Y; and the Carnegie
Hall premiere of If love will not swing
wide the gates, a clarinet concerto
written for Anthony McGill.

An avid theater artist, Kahane
opened last season at Playwrights
Horizons with the off-Broadway
debut of two solo pieces,
Magnificent Bird and Book of
Travelers, the latter of which
chronicled the composer’s 8,980-
mile railway journey in the aftermath
of the 2016 presidential election.
His album and stage spectacle, The
Ambassador, was produced at the
BAM Next Wave Festival in 2014,
under the direction of Tony-winner
John Tiffany. A musical, February
House, written with the playwright
Seth Bockley, received its New York
premiere at the Public Theater in
2012. In 2018, Kahane made his
Broadway debut with the score

for Kenneth Lonergan'’s play The
Waverly Gallery, starring Elaine May,
Lucas Hedges, and Michael Cera.

Kahane is known for tackling
politically thorny subject matter
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in his work with subtlety and

grace, perhaps most notably in

his orchestral oratorio, emergency
shelter intake form, which addresses
economic inequality through the
lens of homelessness and housing
insecurity, and has been heard from
London to New York to Chicago

to San Francisco and beyond. He

is also increasingly productive

as a writer, with prose appearing

in The Atlantic, The New Yorker,

and The New York Times. Via the
newsletter “Words and Music,”
Kahane publishes bi-weekly essays
on a variety of topics, all of which
can be accessed at gabrielkahane.
substack.com.

Gabriel's wide-ranging discography
includes five albums as a singer-
songwriter, several orchestral
projects, a disc of chamber music



GABRIEL KAHANE

(with the string quartet Brooklyn
Rider), as well as various other
collaborative albums. He has
worked with an array of artists
spanning the aesthetic gamut,
from Phoebe Bridgers, Paul Simon,
Sylvan Esso, Chris Thile, and Sufjan
Stevens, to the Danish String
Quartet, Caroline Shaw, and Pekka
Kuusisto, with whom he plays as

the duo Council. The recipient of a
2021 Charles Ives Fellowship from
the American Academy of Arts

and Letters, Kahane relocated to
Portland, Oregon in the spring of
2020, where he lives with his family
and serves as Creative Chair of the
Oregon Symphony, a post he has
held since 2019.



DINNER MENU

The menu for this evening’s community meal draws inspiration
from classic American railroad dining car fare.

Gabriel Kahane’s Book of Travelers, the final work of the evening,
is a musical travelogue born of an 8,980-mile train journey
across the United States undertaken in the days following

the 2016 presidential election.

Caesar Salad
Waldorf Salad

Fresh Vegetable Medley

Whipped Sour Cream Mashed Potatoes
Salisbury Steak
Pan Seared Salmon Filet with Lemon Dill Butter
Mushroom, White Bean, Tomato Ragu over Polenta
Flourless Chocolate Cake

Cheesecake with Strawberry Sauce




2029-2026 HANCHER PARTNERS

Thank you.

We thank our 2025-2026 Partners for their unwavering loyalty and crucial
support. Their generosity enables us to bring the world’s finest performing
artists to university students, staff, our community, and the region.

Frangois M. & Doris E. Abboud

Terry & Johanna Abernathy
in honor of Chuck Swanson

Kent & Kay Ackerson

Lee & Kazi Alward

Barrie Anderson

Drs. Michael & Carryn Anderson

Chad D. Andrews &
Monica L. Boechenstedt/Pilot Wealth

Anonymous Donors

Artemus Bush-Helen Jones Trust
Dale & Linda (1946-2023) Baker

Jo Ann Bell in memory of Jim Bell

Kim Bergen-Jackson & family
in memory of Rhoda Vernon

John & Carrie Bernat
Kay Birnbaum & Rick Martin

Loanna & Orville Bloethe/
HLV Community School Fund

Warren (1938-2025) & Maryellen Boe
Paula O. Brandt

Natasha Wendt & Henry Olson
in memory of Kay Braverman

Amy Kristof-Brown & Ken Brown

Carolyn Brown & Jerry Zimmermann
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John & Ellen Buchanan
Richard & Ann Burton

Wendy Carter & Don Heistad
in honor of the Preucil School

Karen H. Chappell
in memory of Wallace K. Chappell

Joe & Rachel Christopher
City of lowa City

Charles Richard & Barbara S. Clark
Dale & Cyndy Crider

Brad & Peggy Davis
William Dickinson

Mr. Ben & Dr. Dena Dillon
Peggy Doerge

Mary & Patrick Dreckman
Edward & Linda Dykstra
Susan Enzle & Gene Savin
Jack & Nancy Evans
Everybody’s Whole Foods
Michael S. & Renee Favo
John & Randee Fieselmann
Ed & Patricia Folsom

Bruce Gantz

The Gazette
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CITY OF IOWA CITY Whole Foods Store

UNESCO CITY OF LITERATURE

thegazette.com



Miriam Gilbert

Shaun & Jessica Glick

Graduate lowa City

Luke & Hillary Granfield
GreenState Credit Union

George A. & Barbara J. Grilley
Mitchell & Melanie Gross

Brent Hadder

Leonard & Marlene Hadley

Kelly D. Hall/Live L.A.R.G.E. LLC.
Stephen & JoAnne Hammes
Hancher Showcase/Hancher Guild
Kevin & Pat Hanick

John Harper

Karen & Greg Harper

Bruce & Melanie Haupert
Vernon Hein Fund

Donald W. Heineking (1935-2025)
Emily Hill & Brad Manning

Hills Bank

Albert B. & Jean M. (1931-2022) Hood

H. Dee & Myrene Hoover
Jim & Judy Houghton
Michael & Jennifer Hummel
Richard & Judith Hurtig

naduafe

IOWA CITY
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LENSING #

Funeral & Cremation Service

Drs. Denise Jamieson & Tracee Treadwell
Terry & Jone Johnson

Larry G. & Ann Howard Jones
Vocal Residency

Kris Jones

William & Susan Jones

Will & Wendy Keen

Kids Go to Hancher Fund

Kenneth K. Kinsey Family Foundation
Larry & Sandy Klosterman

Jean Koch

John (1945-2024) & Patricia Koza
Tim & Sarah Krumm

Jon & Carma Kuhl

Karl Kundel & Allison Kundel

Mary Jo & John Langhorne

Robert J. & Sue B. Latham

Bryan & Jan Lawler

Michael & Chelle Lehman

Valdean (1935-2024) & Lois Lembke
Lensing Funeral & Cremation Service
Russ Lenth & Jane DeWitt

Jones Lewis Charitable Fund

Little Village

Jerry & Carol Litton

% GreenState

CREDIT UNION

HILLS BANK

LITTLE
VILLAGE
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Ed & Ann Lorson

Mark & Fran Lundy

Nancy Lynch

Lynette Marshall & Jeffery Ford
Peter & Anne Matthes

Yvonne McCabe

David McCartney & James Petersen

Jane McCune
in memory of Robert Wachal

McGrath Family of Dealerships
The Mclntyre Foundation

John R. Menninger

Mary & Jim Merchant

In Memory of Mary Mixdorf
Kevin & Julie Monson

Frank & Jill Morriss

Jerry & Judy Musser

Alan & Kris Nagel
in honor of Wally & Karen Chappell

Margaret Neumann

Neumann Monson Architects, Inc.
Jeffrey & Kristine Nielsen

Leslie and Mark Nolte / Nolte Academy
Arthur & Ginger Nowak

Oaknoll Retirement Residence

Gregg Oden & Lola Lopes

JeMcGrath

Family of Dealerships

NEUMANN MONSON

Michael W. O'Hara & Jane Engeldinger
Bertha Olin & the Olin Family

OPN Architects, Inc.

Gary & Nancy Pacha

Dave Parsons & Carolyn Johnson

Linda Paul
in memory of Doug Paul (1952-2025)

Chuck Peters

Mary Ann Peters

John Raley/American Family Insurance
W. Christine Rauscher
Robert & Cheryl Reardon
Alan & Amy Reed

Mark & Sheila Reed

Chip & Michelle Reeves

Dr. Ronald & Sue Reider
Herm & L. Dianne Reininga
David & Noreen Revier

The Rice & Terry Family
in memory of Tim Terry

Jean E. & Renée Robillard

Tom Rocklin & Barbara McFadden
Gerald & Nancy Rose

Jo Ellen Ross

Bill Rubright in loving memory
of Karen G. Rubright & Emilie J. Rubright

THE

Mclntyre

FOUNDATION

©atnoll

AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE B
JOHN RALEY AGENCY



Jeff & Jan Rudolph

Jeff & Susan Sailors

Frank & Mary Scamman

Steve & Janie Schomberg

Ralph Schultz Family Foundation
Charlotte & Rudy Schulz Director’s Fund
Marvin & Helen Schumacher

Thomas R. Scott

Hazel H. Seaba

Nancy J. Sereduck

Aaron & Lisa Shileny

Shive-Hattery Architecture + Engineering
Richard & Vicki Siefers

Jonathan Simmons

John & Dyan Smith

Elliott & Caroline Sohn

Jim Spevak

Daniel R. & Beth Holden Stence

Anna & Jeff Stone

Edwin & Mary Stone

Strauss Family

Lyse Strnad & Tom Leavenworth

Kristin E. Summerwill

Suzanne Summerwill & James Flitz

W. Richard (1935-2025) & Joyce Summerwill
Melvin and Diane (1943-2025) Sunshine

Alan & Liz Swanson

THINK

SHIVEHATTERY

ARCHITECTURE+ENGINEERING

10WA CITY

The Chuck Swanson Executive
Directorship of Hancher Auditorium Fund

Think lowa City

James & Robin Torner

Dick & Buffie Tucker

Douglas & Vance Van Daele
The Rhoda Vernon Endowment
Bill Waldie & Pat Heiden

Anne Wallace & William Gay
Stuart & Lynn Weinstein

Paul Weller & Sara Rynes-Weller
Stephen & Victoria West

West Music

Ryan & Amanda West

LaDonna & Gary Wicklund

Ellen M. Widiss

Candace Wiebener

Derek & Pamela Willard

Barbara Wilson & John Lammers
in memory of Wally Chappell

James & Lena Wockenfuss

Sara & Sherwood Wolfson
Educational Fund

Steve Wolken & Sue Montgomery Wolken
George & Carrol Woodworth

Catherine Zaharis & Robert Michael
Deborah & Rodney Zeitler

@
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HANCHER’S 2025-2026 SEASON IS DEDICATED TO

WALLY CHAPPELL

Above: Robert Joffrey (left) with Wally Chappell (right) backstage at the original Hancher
Auditorium in 1986.

We recently lost a major member of our Hancher family. Former
executive director and forever friend Wally Chappell peacefully
passed away in April of 2025 in lowa City at the age of 83. His
incredible wife Karen was by his side. Wally was aleader at Hancher
Auditorium and the University of lowa, a force within the field of the
arts, and an unmatched champion for culture in lowa City. He was
full of love for people, passion for experiencing the world (art, food,
adventure!), and always advocating for his community.

Our giants cannot be replaced, but they can be remembered with
awe, joy, and sadness all at once. We can carry forward the values
and inspiration they left behind. Our Hancher family will always
build upon the incredible legacy left for us by Wally. He is a hero in
our minds and his spirit is forever in our hearts.
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